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TO OUR 


READERS anv CORRESPONDENTS. 





A NUMBER of letters have been received relative to the fu- 

ture plan of this work ; we foall avail ourfelves of the advice 
they offer as much as poffible ; but to gratify the particular wifbes of 
each * Subfcriber,” cannot be expected Jromus. We particularly 
acknowledge the favours of E. F. Amicus. A Lover or 
Trutu. C.H. F.H. and F. F. 


In compliance with the numerous requefhs we have received, we 
difcontinue the infertion of news, Congreffional debates, Fc. 3 we 
frall, however, not be indifferent to thofe fources, when literature, 
feience, or the caufe of humanity demand our attention. 


We are forry that the defign of Paciricus was mifunderflood, 


from our not receiving the anfwer a day fooner. 
Porta, we believe, is not original. 
The favour of Puiropaipetas will appear in our next. 


It would give us great pleafure to infert the communications of 
our fair corref] F——. but the prefent is much tuo incorreé ; 
minds and kind—together and pleafure, will not pafs for 


rhymes. 


“« The’Streanis do continue to freeze,” is happily out of fea- 
jon; other pieces by the Jame hand are indelicate, and of cour{e 
cannot be admitted. 


Wawifh “ Bartimorian” would not pefler us with his 
“* fome few colleGions.”? His rhymes are enormoufly dear: the 
ry Jy J 


cofl us 25 cents, and the trouble of reading what was intelligible. 


The philanthropic remarks of “* A Citizen,” on “ the extin- 
guifhment of fire,” would appear to greater advantage in a new}- 
paper than in a literary mifcellany. 
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ARCADIA. 


BOOK FIRST. 


THE GAULS. 





BY FJAMES*HENRY-BERNARDIN DE SAINT-PIERRE. 





“It 74s, Ladmit, onlya fragment ; but fuch as it #, it confitutes acomplete 
Work, for it prefents an entire picture of the manners of our anceflors (the 
Gauls) during the domination of the Druids. Befides, in the moft finifoed 
labours of man, what ts to be found but fragments? The hiftory of a king is 
only a fragment of the hifory of bis dynajty ; that of his dynafty, afragment of 
the hiftory of his kingdom ; that of bts kingdom, a fragment of the biflory of 
the human race ; which ts itfelf merely a fragment of the hiftory of the be- 
ings which inhabit the globe, the wniverfal biftory of which would be nothing, 
after all, but a very foort chapter of the biftory of the innumerable fars 
which revolve over our heads, at diftances which bid defiance to all the 
powers of calculation.’ 


A LITTLE before the autumnal equinox, Tirteus, a 
fhepherd of Arcadia, was feeding his flock on one of 
the heights of mount Lyceum, which projects along the 
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gulph of Meffenia. He was feated under the fhade of fome 

i at the foot of a rock, from whence he contem- 
plated, at a diftance, the fea agitated by the winds of the fouth. 
Its olive-coloured waves were whitened with foam, which’ 
fell back, in girandoles, the whole length of the ftrand. The 
fifhing boats, appearing and difappearmg alternately, between 
the {welling furges, ventured, at the rifk of running aground 
on the beach, to truft their faféty to their infignificance ; 
whereas large veffels, in full fail, under the violent preffure of 
the winds, kept at a cautious diftance, i in the dread of being 
fhipwrecked. At the bottom of the gulph, crowds of wo- 
men and children raifed their: hands to heaven, and uttered 
their cries of folicitude, at fight of the danger which threat- 
ened thefe poor mariners, and of the fucceffion of billows 
which rolled from the fea, and broke, with a noife like thun- 
der, on the rocks of Steniclaros. The echoes of mount Ly- 
ceum reverberated their hoarfe and confufed roarings, from all 
quarters, with fo much exactnefs, that Tirteus, at times, turn- 
ed round his head, imagining that the tempeft was behind him, 
and that the fea was sen on the top of the mountain. 
But the cries of the coots and ‘the fea-guils, which came, flap- 
ping their wings, to feek refuge there, and the flafhes of light- 
ning which furrowed the horifon, foon made him fenfible, that 
fafety was on the dry land, and that the tempeft was {till more 
dreadful, at a diftance, than it appeared to his view. 

Tirteus compaffionated the deftiny of feamen, and pronounc- 
ed that of thepherds to be bleffed, as it, in fome degree, refem- 
bled that of the gods, by placing tranquillity in his heart, and 
the tempeft under his feet. 

While he was exprefling his gratitude to heaven, two men 
of a noble deportment appeared on the great road, which 
winded below, towards the bafe of the mountain. One of 
them was in the full vigor of life, and the other ftill in the 
bloom of youth. They were walking with great fpeed, like 
travellers impatient to reach their object. As foon as they 
were within hearing, the elder of the two called t® Tirteus, 
aking if they were not on the road to Argos. But the noife of 
the wind among the pines, preventing his voice from being 
heard, the younger afcended towards the thepherd, and cried 
aloud to him: “ Father, are we not upon the road to Argos?” 
“ My fon,” replied Tirteus, “ I do not know where Argos lies. 
“ You are in Arcadia, upon the road to Tegeum, and thofe 
“« towers which you fee before you are the towers of Belleminé.” 
“ Whilethey were talking, a fhagged dog young and frolickfome, 
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which accompanied the ftranger, having perceived in the flock 
a fhe-goat entirely white. ran up to play with her; but the 
goat, terrified at the fight of this animal, whofe eyes were 
covered all over with*hair, fled towards the top of the moun- 
tain, whither the dog purfued her. The young man recalled 
his dog, which immediately returned to his feet, lowering his 
head, and wagging his tail. He then flipped a leath round the 
dog’s neck, and begging the fhepherd to hold him faft, he ran 
after the goat, which {till continued to flee before him: his 
dog, however, feeing him ready to difappear, gave fo viclent 
a jerk to Tirteus, that he made his efcape with the leafh about + 
his neck, and ran with fuch fpeed, that, in a fhort time, nei ither 
goat, traveller, nor dog, were to be feen. - 

The traveller who had remained on the highway, was pre- 
paring to follow his companion, when the fhepherd thus ad- 
drefled him ; “ Sir, the weather is boifterous, night approaches, 
“¢ the foreft and the mountain are full of quagmires, where you 
‘* may be in danger of lofing yourfelf. Come and repofe your- 
“¢ {elf awhile in my cottage, which is not far from hence. I am 
“ perfetly fure that my goat, which is very tame, will return of 
“¢ herfelf, and bring back your friend to us, provided he does 
« not lofe fight of her.” In faying thefe words, he applied 


his pipe to his mouth, and the flock immediately began to file 
off, by a path, towards the fummit of the mountain. A large 
ram marched at the head of this little flock ; he was followed 
by fix fhe-goats, whofe dugs almoit touched the ground ; 

twelve ewes, accompanied by their lambs, which were already 
confiderably grown, came next; a fhe-afs and her colt clofed 


~ 


the proceffion. 
The ftranger followed Tirteus in filence. They afcended 
about fix hundred paces, along an open down, planted, here 
and there, with broom and rofemary ; as they were entering 
the foreft of oaks, which covers the top of mount Lyceum, 
they heard the barking of a dog; foon after they defcried 
the young man’s Shock running towards them, followed by 
his mafter, who carried the white goat on his fhoulders. Zir- 
teus faid to him: “ My fon, though this goat is dearer to me 
“than any other of the whole fiock, I would rather have loft 
“her, than that you fhould have endured fo much fatigue in 
“ recovering her; but, if you pleafe, you hall this night re- 
“pofe in my cottage ; and to-morrow, if you are refolved to 
* continue your journey, I will condu& you to Tegeum, where 
“you may be informed of the road to Argos. Notwith- 
“ ftanding, Sirs, if I may be permitted to advife, you will 
Vor. I. No. V. 
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* not. depart from hence to-morrow. It is the fealt of Fu- 
“* piter, on mount J.yceum, and people aflemble here, in mul- 
** titudes, from all Arcadia, and from a great part of Greece. 
*« If you are fo good as to accompany me thither, when I 
“<prefent myfelf at the altar of Fupiter, I thall be rendered 
“ more acceptable, by ceplied: him m company with my guefts.”’ 
The young ftranger re * Oh, fhepherd: we ac- 

* cept, with ethiisde-se your ‘hofpitality for Ts night, but 
“« to-morrow, with the dawn, we mutt purfue our journey to- 
** wards Argos. We have, for a long time, been contending 
*« with the waves, in order to reach that city, celebrated over 
“the whole earth, for its temples, for its palaces, and from 
* its being the refidence of the great gamemnon.” 

After he had thus fpoken, they croffed a part of the foreft 
of mount Lyceum, towards the eaft, and defcended into a lit- 
tle valley, fheltered from the winds. A frefh and downy herb- 
age covered the fides of its hills. At the bottom flowed a 
rivulet called Achel6us, which falls into the river Alpheus, 
whofe iflands, covered with Alders and Linden trees, are per- 
eeptible at a diftance from the plain. The trunk of an old 
willow, laid low by the hand of time, ferved as a bridge to 
the Achelous ; this bridge had no ledging, except fome large 
reeds, which grew on each fide of it; but the brook, the 
bottom of which was paved with rocks, was fo eafily forded 
over, and fo little ufe had been made of the bridge, that the 
eonvolvolus almoft entirely covered it with its heart-fhaped 
foliage, and with flowers refembling white {pires. 

At a little diftance from this bridge ftood the dwelling of 
Tirteus. It was a {mall houfe, covered with thatch, built in 
the middle of a mofly ground. Two poplars formed a fhade 
for it to the weft. On the fouth fide, a vine furrounded the 
doors and windows, with its purple clufters, and with its leaves, 
already of the colour of fire. An old ivy fheltered it from the 
north, and covered, with its ever-green foliage, a part of the 
ttair-cafe, which led, on the out-fide, to the upper ftory. 

As foon as the flock approached the houfe, they began to 
bleat, according to cuftom. Immediately a young gal ap- 

the ftair-cafe, and carrying under her arm 
a veflel to receive the milk which the was going todraw. Her 
robe was of white wool; her cheftnut locks were turned up 
under a hat, formed of the rind of the linden-tree; her arm: 
and feet were naked, and for thoes fhe wore focks, as is the 
fafhion of the young women of Arcadia. From her fhape, 
you would have thought her one of the nymphs of Diana ; 
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from her vafe, that fhe was the-Naiad of the fountain; but 
her timidity foon difcovered her to be a fhepherdefs. As foon 
as fhe perceived the ftrangers, fhe caft down her eyes, and 
blufhed. 

Tirteus faid to her: ** Cyanca, my daughter, make halte to 
‘“‘ milk your goats, and to prepare fomething for fupper, while 
‘¢ T warm fome water to wabh the feet of thefe travellers, whom 
“< Jupiter has fent to us.’’? In the mean while he entreated the 
ftrangers to repofe themfelves on a grafs-plat, at the foot of the 
vine. Cyanea, having kneeléd down on the turf, milked the 
goats, which had aflembled around her ; and, having finifhed, 
fhe led the flock into the fheep-fold, which flood at one cad 
of the houfe. Tirteus, in the mean time, warmed water, and 
wafhed the feet of ius gueits, after which he invited them to 
walk in. 

Night was already advanced; but a lamp, fufpended from 
the cicling, and the blaze of the hearth, which was placed, 
aiter the manner of the Greeks, ia the middle of the habita- 
tion, fufficient!y illuminated the interior of it. There were 
feen, hanging round the walls, flutes, fhepherd’s crooks, ‘crips, 
moulds for making cheeie ;\ bafkets of fruit, and earthen pans 
fall of milk, ftood upon fhelves faftened to the joifts. Over 
the door by which they had entered, there. was a {mall ftatue 
of the good Ceres, and over that of the fheep-fold, the figure 
of the God Pan, formed from a root of an olive-tree. 

As foon as the ftrangers.were introduced, Cyanea covered 
the table, and ferved up cabbages with bacon, fome wheaten 
bread, a pot filled with wine, a cream cheefe, freth eggs, and 
fome of the fecond figs of the year, white and viclet-~coloured. 
She placed by the board four feats, made of oak wood. She 
covered that of her father with the fkia of a welf, which he 
himfelf had killed in hunting. Afterwards, having aicended 
to the upper ftory, fhe returned again, with the fieeces of two 
fheep; but while the {fpread them on the feats of the travellers, 
fhe burft into tears. Her father faid to her: “ My dear dangie 
“ ter, will you remain for ever inconfolable about the lofs of 
“your mother? And can you never touch any thing which 
“ fhe was accuftemed to ufe, without fhedding tears?’ Cyanca 
made no reply, but turning her head towards the wall, the 
wiped her eyes. Tirteus addreffed a prayer, aad offered a li- 
bation to Jupiter, the patron of hofpitality; then, having in- 
vited his guefts to fit down, they’all began to eat in profound 
filence. 

(To be continued.) 
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DEFENCE or CHRISTIANITY.—No. IT. 





To the Editor of the American Univerfal Magazine. 





N A UCH, but not too much, has been faid and printed re- 

fpecting the late Philanthropift, Joun Howarp, Efq. 
—I read with pleafure, in No. III. of your Magazine, Notes 
of a conyerfation held with that Great Man, in May, 1789. 
Every thing appertaining to a life and character fo juftly and 
univerfally adnured, ought to be generally known; it is with 
this view I fend you for publication the following extra& from 
an excellent work, entitled, “ dn Hifforic Defence of Experi- 
mental Religion ; in which the doGrine of divine influences is fup- 
ported by the authority of Scripture, and the experience of the 
wife and beff men in all ages and countries.” 

‘the author of thofe volumes has chiefly to do with Mr. 
Howakxp’s religious character, which is as bright and amiable 


as his Philanthrapy.—Your giving the extra& a place in your 


valuable repofitory, will afford peculiar fatisfaGtion to many of 
your readers, and greatly oblige 
Your friend and well-wifher, 
W. R.z 


Mr. Howarp was a diflenter, and of the denomination 
called Particular (or Calviniftic) Baptifts, upon which he re- 
flected peculiar honour; but fo far was he from bigotry or 
party fpirit, that, when he built a number of cottages for the 
poor on his own eftate, and made their attendance on public 
worfhip one condition on which they held them, they were al- 
ways at liberty to attend where they pleafed. 

His minifter, the late excellent Dr. Stennett, tells us, in 
his funeral fermon, *“* He was a firm believer of divine revela- 
tion. Nor was he afhamed (fays the Doctor) of thofe truths 
he heard ftated, explained and enforced, in this place. Nor 
did he content ,himfelf with a bare profeflion of divine truths. 
He entered into the fpirit of the gofpel, felt its power, and 
tafted its fweetnefs.”” In a letter to Dr. Stennett, he fad, 


** God in Chrift is my rock, the portion of my foul.” 
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While he was abroad on one of his latter tours of philanthro- 
py, a propofal was made to ere& a ftatue to his virtues, while 
yet living ; which he no fooner heard of than he wrote to his 
friends to defift from it.— Alas! (faid he) our beft perform- 
ances have fuch a mixture of fin and folly, that praiie is va- 
nity and prefumption, and pain to a thinking mind.” 

He fat out upon his laft journey, in July 1782: it was to have 
been of great extent, and to have taken up three years. He 
feemed to apprehend he fhould fcarcely fee England again ; 
and when he was laft in Dr. Stennet’s meeting, he faid to a 
friend near him—‘* Well! we fhall not, perhaps, meet one another 
again, till we meet in heaven.’’—The fame fentiment appears in a 
paflage in his laft publication,* previous to his fatal tour.—** To 
my country (fays he) I commit the refult of my paft labours. 
It is my intention again to quit it, for the purpofe of revifit- 
ing Ruflia, Turkey, and fome other countries; and extending 
my tour in the eaft. I am not infenfible of the dangers that 
mutt attend fuch a journey. ‘Trrufting, however, in ‘the pro- 
teétion of that kind providence, which hath hitherto preferved 
me, I calmly and cheerfully commit myfelf to the difpofal of 
unerring wifdom. Should fe pleafe Gop to cut off my life in 
the profecution of this defign, let not my conduct be uncan- 
didly imputed to rafhnefs or enthufa/m ; but to a ferious, deli- 
berate conviction, that I am purluing the path of duty; and 
to a fincere defire of being made an inftrument of more ex- 
tenfive ufefulnefs to my fellow creatures, than could be expeét- 
ed in the narrower circle of a retired life.” 

Agreeably to thefe forebodings, he caught his fatal illnefs, 
by viliting a young lady in a contagious fever, a few miles 


from Cherfon, a Ruffian fettlement ; where he died January 20, 
1790- 





* Account of the principal Laxarettocs in Europe. 
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LITERARY CURIOSITIES.—No. I. 


TRIALS AND PROOFS OF GUILT IN SUPER- 
STITIOUS. AGES, 


T is a melancholy contemplation to refle& on the ftrange 

trials to which, in remoter ages, thofe fufpected of guilt 
were put. The Ordeal confifted of various kinds: walking 
blindfold amidit heated plough-fhares; pafling through two 
fires; holding in the hand a red-hot bar; and plunging the 
hand into boiling water. Challenging the accufer to jingle 
combat, when frequently the ftouteft champion was allowed to 
{upply their place; the {wallowing a morfel of confecrated 
bread ; the fmking or fwimming in a river for witchcraft; and 
various others. ‘Though fometimes thiefe might be eluded by 
the artifice of the prieit, what numbers of innocent victims 
have been facrificed to fuch barbarous fuperititions ! 

In the twelfth century they were very common. Hilde- 
bert. Bifhop of Mans, being aceufed of high treafon by 
William Rufus, was preparing to undergo one of thefe trials ; 
when Ives, Bithop of Chartres, convinced him they were 
againft the canons of the conftitutions of the church, and 
adds, that in this manner Jnnocentiam defendere, eff innocentiam 


perdere. 


An Abbot of Saint Aubin of Angers, who lived in 1066, 
having refufed to prefent a horfe to the Vifcount of Touars, 
which the Vifcount claimed in right of his lordfhip, whenever 
an Abbot firft took poffeffion of the faid abbey ; the Ecclefiaftic 
offered to juftify himfelf by the trial of the ordeal, or by duel, 
fer which he propofed to furnifh a man. The Vifcount, at 
firt agreed to the ducl; but, reflecting that thefe combats, 
though fanctioned by the church, depended wholly on the fkill 
or vigour of the adverfary, and could therefore afford no fub- 
Rtantial proof of the equity of his claim, he propofed to com- 
promife the matter in a manner which ftrongly chara¢terizes 
the times: he waved his claim, on condition that the Abbot 
fhould not forget to mention, in his prayers, himfelf, his wife, 
and his brothers! As the ori/ons appeared to the Abbot, in 
comparifon of the horfe, of little or no value, he accepted the 
propofal. 

awe Eugene approved of, and even introduced, the trial by 


mmerfion in cold water. 
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It was about that time, alfo, that thofe who were accufed 
of robbery, were put to trial by a piece of barley bread, on 
which the mafs had been faid; and, if they could not fwallow 
it, they were declared guilty. This mode of trial was improv- 
ed, by adding to the bread a flice of cheefe; and fuch was 
the credulity and firm dependence on heaven in thefe ridiculous 
trials, that they were very particular in the compofition of 
this holy dread and cheefe. The bread was to be of unleaven- 
ed barley, and the cheefe made of ewe’s milk of the month 
of May, no other of the twelve months having any power to 
deteét a criminal. 

Du Cange has obferved, that the expreffion we long have 
employed—* May this piece of bread choke me! comes from 
this cuitom. 

The anecdote of Earl Godwin’s death by fwallowing a 
piece of bread, in making this affeveration, is recorded in hiftory. 
If it be true, it was a fingular misfortune. 

Voltaire fays, that they were acquainted in thofe times with 
fecrets to pafs, unhurt, thefe fingular trials. He particularly 
mentions one for undergoing that of boiling water. Thefe 
are his words—* The whole fecret is faid to confift in rub- 
bing one’s felf a long time with the fpirit of vitriol and al- 
lum, together with the juice of an onion. None of the Aca- 
demies of Science, in our days, have attempted to verify, 
by experiments, a truth well knows — quacks and mounte- 
banks.’ 

But, amongft thefe trials, not the leaft ridiculous was that 
of the bleeding of a corpfe. If a perfon was murdered, it was 
faid that, at the touch, or the approach, of the murderer, the 
blood gufhed out of the body in various parts. This was 
once allowed in Britam; and is {till looked on, in fome of 
the uncivilized parts of thefe kingdoms, as a detection of the 
criminal. It forms a rich picture to the imagination of fome 
old writers ; and their narrations and ballads are laboured into 
pathos by "dwelling on this phenomenon. Yet, what is this 
evidence in the eyes of the enlightened philofopher! It does 
not always happen in the prefence of the murderer; it bleeds 
fuddenly in that of the innocent: and is it not natural to fup- 
pofe, that * when a body is full of blood, warmed by a fud- 
den external heat, having been confiderably ftirred or ‘moved, 
and a putrefaction coming on, fome of the blood-veiicls fhould 
burft, as it is certain they all will in time ? 
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TO THE EDITOR. 


PUPPY has infulted me !—Shall I pardon or refent ? 

Important inquiry! it concerns every individual. On 
the fubject of infult the laws are filent ;—they afford no redrefs ; 
nothing but our own hands will do us juftice. So much of the 
barbarity of our brother Indians ftill obtains among us—us she 
moft free tt ants tener people in the world. 

Puppies abound, and we know not the day, the hour, the 
moment we may be injured; the unjuit, ignorant, ill-bred, 
malicious, and impertinent, conftitute the bulk of mankind: 
and ‘who can expe& to efcape the venomous bites of the 
{narling brood ? 

What fhall I do? What counfel fhall I take? One fays, 
challenge him; another, forgive him; one fays, knock him 
down ; another, turn the other cheek ; by rendering good for 
evil, heap coals of fire on his head—box with him ; no, pafs 
him in filent contempt ; and refentment within fays, mortify 
him—abufe—flander him—{trike him—{tab him—kill him.— 
Amidft this variety of counfel, what fays philofophy ? 

Intention characterifes actions. ‘The merit and demerit of 
every action confifts in the defign of its author, and in none 
more than that of injury ; we fhould therefore confider the de- 
fign of the offender, before we refent or forgive an infult. A 
benevolent philanthrophift may injure, without intending it, to 
punifh whom were cruel to the lait degree ; but the deliberate 
ruffizn, who, unprovoked, injures the mnocent, is no gentle- 
a is a puppy, a favage mifcreant, a violator of all moral 
obligation, a trator of the moft nefarious atrocity, and 
deferves the fevereft punifhment revenge can dewife.—Shall I 
ever again make this culprit my friend? Shall I ever receive 
him into the bofom of confidence? Forever will I exclude 
him from the lift of friends ;- never fhall he receive my pardon, 
till he change his nature; and that cannot happen till his 
throat be cut. Who is capable of injury once, is always— 
Can nature change? One injury proves a depravity of foul, 
which is part of his nature, and which can leave him only with 
his exiftence. If the feelings of one muit be hurt; his or 
mine, Shall it not be his? if 2 head muf be broken; his or 
mine, Shall it not be his? If a life muft be taken ; his worth- 
lefs life or mine, Shall I hefitate to maflacre the culprit, to fa- 
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ertfice him to public juftice, my own peace and that of fociety? 
O the divine nght ob cheliiiing rafcals ! the luxury of butcher- 
ing puppies ! Let cowards tamely pardon injuries : no other can 
nor will. It is pufillanimous to pardon affronts, and every 
body will call him coward who does. Swarms of cowards 
round your ears, affail the poor poltroon ; for cowards fondly 
ape the hero when they may in fafety; and favage tyrants 
cowards are ; to thofe at their mercy, moft mercilefs.—For- 
give them and you fecure tb yourfelf the continuation of their 
infults, you fubje€t the good to the depredation of puppyifm. 
Shall I be more merciful than the Father of Mercies ? He 
never pardons finners till they repent—ncither will I. 
VINDEX. 


SIR, 

IF the above meet your approbation, I fhall be gratified in 
feeing it in your Magazine. I would moreover beg the liberty 
of the firft reply to this, having one nearly prepared. If this 
fhould not fuit your Magazine, be fo obliging as to preferve it 
for me, having no other copy. 

I am, 
With refped&, 
Your humble fervant and reader. 


—*KE_*_=""==="====== 


TRAVELS BEFORE THE FLOOD. 


(Continued from page 130.) 
E per Grand Vizier caift a fignificant look on Ben Hafi, 
Ps and was about to fpeak, when the Caliph got the ftart 
of him. 

The Caliph. Very true, Ben Hafi; this is no tale, but the 
beft thing I heard come from thy mouth. I feel all this in my- 
felf. Chamberlain, bring the wife fool a thoufand geiden der- 
hems, he thall take them home with him.—T ell me, do not I 
guide and rule all Afia? Is it the mere work of mortals, that I 
who am born like you, not a bit wifer or ftronger than your- 
felves, fhould without trouble keep in order fo immenfe, fo 
different-minded and malicious a multitude, that each of you 
does what I will, and is convinced that none but me dares 
will? And whence comes it, that I always will that which is 
beft and the moft falutary, and that only men of your kind 
Corrupt what I plan? It comes from God, who knows that al! 
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flows pure and worthy of my origin from my devoted heart, 
and that the hands of my flaves alone can pollute it. 

None of thofe prefent had any obje€tion to urge to the Sul- 
tan’s argument ; and the Grand Vizier feemed to be reveren- 
tially impreffed with its force. Ben Hafi, looking at his 
Highnefs with amazement, and thanking him for the derhems, 
continued : 

Noah, his fons and daughters never turned their eyes to the 
feducing vallies ; the only one of his family, who looked down 
curious and inquifitive, was Mahal, his brother-in-law. This 
Mahal was one of thofe people, who are not fatisfied that they 
exift and live happy, but who alfo want to know why, to 
what end they exit, and whether they are happy in the right 
manner, or may become happier and better ftill in another way. 
He was alfo of a violent, peevifh and obftinate temper, and 
bore in his bofom the feeds of doubts, which were the more 
tormenting to him, fince he was equally deficient in bright in- 
telleét, and: in the true faith that confifts in entire refignation. 
‘Fo him it appeared very ftrange, that old Noah fhould thus 
clamber and fhift about upon a mountain, timidly fhunning and 
fecluding himfelf from all the reft of human kind. Did he afk 
Noah why he did fo, he would anfwer him: “ Such is the will 
of the Ged of our fathers: Thofe have forfaken him, and 
fhould we forfake him, too, and none of this mortal race be 
his adherent 2” 

The more decifive fuch an anfwer muft appear, the lefs will 
it fatify the curious inquirer. The firft tranfient thought re- 
fpecting the difference between Noah’s family and the inhabi- 
tants of the vallies had rendered Mahal unfufceptible of pure 
happinefs. Now-one thought engendered another, and he far- 
ed no better than all reafoners; he began with foft and timor- 
ous doubts, and terminated in murmurs and difpiritednefs. He 
had heard a great deal of the inhabitants of the cities; the 
fame of their mighty men and their exploits had alfo reached 
his ears; he thought them huge giants, and reflefted upon 
their deeds in awful admiration. 

One day he faid to his brother-in-law: “I am tired of liv- 
ing here; the thorn of difquietude has pricked my heart, and 
I cannot extraét it. All is uniform here, and I tafte as little 
relifh of life as our forefathers,that fleep yonder,deep in the earth. 
Nor have I more knowledge than the fheep which I drive to 
the pafture ground. I will defcend to our brothers in the val- 
lies, and learn the wifdom of men. I will fee with my own. 
eyes thofe mighty giants, thofe fons of God, whom the migh- 
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ty of the heavens have begotten with the daughters of our 
blood. I long-to witnefs how they govern the earth and com- 
mand mankind that dwell on it.” 

Noah was wroth and fpake: ‘‘ Fool! the thorn that flicks 
in thy heart is the luft after flefh, which thyfelf has brought 
forth! Go and follow it, and come back with repentance, if 
thou fhalt not be equal unto them whofe wifdom thou covetett. 
But why doft thou blafpheme God before me, and the powers 
he has given to guide and prote&t men? The mighty whom 
thou calleit giants and fons of God, are men like others; their 
might and ftrength confift in their cunning and wickednefs, and 
in the corruption of thofe over whom they now rule by their 
own power. The offspring of the fratricide begat them with 
the daughters of our fathers; becaufe, when thefe approached 
men, they learned all their turbulent fpirit had invented, be- 
came like them, and forfook God; and becaufe their fathers 
were once called children of God, becaufe they were fuch by 
their piety, they invented the rafh words which now miflead 
thee.” 

Mahal returned: ‘ Abufe me not brother in thine ire! 
Man could not give to himfelf this inventive fpirit, nor can 
he exceed his powers. The lion and the bear are ftrong, the 
horfe and the mountain goat fleet, and man is ingenious. What 
I hear and fee from afar, proves to me that the mighty of the 
earth muft be fons of God and giants. I fee the plain 
covered with their numberlefs dwellings, I fee them fiy on 
{trong fteeds with the velocity of the wind. Often have ] 
heard founds enter my liftening ear, that made my heart vi- 
brate and yearn, that melted and elevated it. They have fub- 
dued all; them obey the hard earth, the flowing water, and 
the inconftant air, with all they bear and fupport. Yes, the 
mighty muft be giants, armed with the force of the ftorm. 
How could they elfe perform fuch grand, prodigious atchieve- 
ments? and how fhould the reft, were they equal to them, 
bear their power ? I long to fee their life, and to learn if God 
is among them: and if he be, why fhould we live parted from 
thofe that are of the fame blood as ourfe!ves ?”” 

Noah, dreading left the bold language of his brother-in-law 
fhould poifon the minds of his fons and daughters, left Mahal, 
who foon after defcended from the mountain with Milka, his 
fair daughter, and remained at its foot. Here he ftaid for 
fome days concealed in a cavern, as the clofer view of the city 
of Enoch, which Cain had founded, bewildered and overawed 
his {pirits, In the third night, he was roufed from his fleep by 
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the trotting and neighing of horfes. The blaze of torches 
fuddenly illumined his cavern; a troop of men armed with 
fwords and lances rufhed in, fearched every part of the hole, 
faw his blooming daughter, feized her, and difappeared with 
their booty. 

Mahal, half overwhelmed with grief and defpair, tore his 
garments and pulled out the hair of his head. In his fright 
he. haftened back unto the old mountain, and murmured in his 
mind: “ Lord, why didft thou fuffer this? Why didft thou 
give birth to the mighty ?”’ 

When Mahal overlooked the plain at the return of light, his 
mind was gloomier than the night, his heart fwelled with re- 
fentment, his thoughts multiplied more and more, and multi- 
plicity increafed their confufion. He threw himfelf on the 
ground beneath the fhade of a cyprefs, grumbled and com- 
plained. The-next day he accofted Noah in deep dejeétion, 
and related with bitternefs the difafter that had befallen him. 

Noah replied: “* Thus haft thou known the mighty of the 
earth, and the Lord.has chaftifed thee.” ‘ Alas,” quoth 
Mahal, ** what has the damfel done, to let her fall into the 
hands of the mighty? What wretched confolation is this, 
brother! Do not the mighty live before his countenance, like 
us? Do not they do as their hearts defire, and are great in 
power and authority? Does he not protect them, and oblige 
us to hide ourfelves from their face ?”’ 

Mahal continued to murmur. When twilight came, a ruft- 
ling was heard. in the tops of the trees, and there was felt a 
gentle fhaking of the earth. Noah exclaimed: “ The Lord 
is walking on the mountain !’? He then fell down, and wor- 
fhipped. But Mahal did not proftrate himfelf, and his mind 
remained gloomy, as the voice of the Lord called out : “ Why 
quarrel ye, men. of the mountain ?”’?—“ Lord,” cried Noah, 
“ forgive me and him! We quarrel for the'fake of thofe who 
live in the cities: teach him and me !” 

And the Lord’s voice refounded ftronger: “ Shall I teach 

~ him whom I have fo formed that he may be his own teacher ? 
Have I not put a fpirit over him to be his guard and judge, 
whom be cannot benumb or belie? Have I not formed his 
tongue to fpeak, that he may give life to his thoughts ? Have 
I-not done-every thing in his behalf, by teaching him to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf from all that furrounds him, that he might 
not take himfelf to be all one and the fame with that which 
furrounds him? Have I not thereby conneéted him with me? 
But the race of men has forfaken me, and is ripening fait unto 
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Geftyuction. Behold, Noah, thy very brother is become a 
fool, Men will no longer be guided by my fpirit ; they live 
after the fenfes of their fiefh. They form and create now 
with their hands and their minds, and deem themfelves gods. 
They want to know all; every one purfues enjoyment, fame 
and prefumption, idols, whom they have generated with luft 
and pride. I created them all and made them born equal ; but 
they have diftinguifhed themfelves by ranks, and the great 
among the people believe themfelves better born. Who is 
great before me? ‘Tyrants now govern mankind by terror, 
_and mankind tremble hefore the fon of the duft, who arto- 
gantly fays he holds his power from me? Who is mighty be- 

ore me? All their imaginations and efforts are evil: the 
fuckling learns it from the old ones, and grows upto do, and 
fuffer evil. ‘They feed on the blood and fiefh of the living, 
and murder one another from ambition and covetoufneis. 
Truly it repents me now that I have made man. The earth 
is horrid to me, it is covered with blood. Yet I will ftill give 
a fhort refpite to men, to fee if they return to the fimple and 
innocent courfe of life, which Noah my fon leads. If they 
do not return to me, I will deftroy from off the earth both 
man and beaft, and the creeping thing, and ‘the fowls in the 
air.” 

Noah was fileat and worfhipped. And Mahal faid: ‘ Par- 
‘don me, if I dare fpeak as the fpirit prompts me which thou 
haft implanted into my heart. It repenteth thee to have made 
men! ‘Thou wilt de&roy them all with th: guiltlefs animals. 
Yet they all are thy work, and not their own! ‘If they be 
corrupt, why doft thou not mend them by words, figns, or 
deed? O Lord, why haft thou made men fo that it fhould 
repent thee to have made them ?”” 

The Caliph. A bold, rafh queftion! My angel, * make 
me quickly forget it.—But what did God anfwer ? 

Ben Ha e was filent, and a dark cloud covered, for a 
_ moment, his bright countenance. 
.. . The Caliph. Had your foolifh Mahal dared to afk me any 

_queftion why I did fo or fo, he fhould not have got off fo 
_ &afily. 

_ .. Ben Haft. You are only a ruler in the flefh; and if the 
_. Lord were of the fame mind as the majority of our fultans 





* The Mahometans believe, that two guardian angels or genii are 
always placed on each fide of a man, and relieyed by others ever: 
day. 
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and judges, it would go very badly with the fultans, theiks, 
judges, viziers, nay with the thilofophets themfelves. I fhould 
then hardly have travels before the flood’ to relate to your 
Highnefs. 

The e Caliph. I faid more than I meant. But God is 


Ben Ha And the the Lord fj unto Noah: « M 
fon Noah ! tn sla pe of ah: My 
his bésse fan ala terbcipare e, and made covets the 
wifdom of men. Let hin de peat among them, learn their 
wildom, difcover the fource of their wickednefs and arrogance, 
and judge between ‘me and them, and between ‘/himfelf, 
uind them. Perhaps, fince he is fo éager to cenfure, he thay 
Convert them. Let Mahal go among them, for she can no 
live ‘among the innocent ; and this is the firft'fad gain 
bgt hitter thahias 006, Mahal ! as far as men inhabit 
eaith, itd pollute it with horrors.» Mark, by: means of 
bat ee b ser they will teach thee, all. thou fhalt fee, 
hear; feel, do, think, and {peak ; what their counfellors deli- 
berate, what’ their rulets perform, and their fages fay. The 
more foolith. they are, the wifer do. they think -themfelves. 
Then return to this fpot, read what che haft noted down, 
‘and I-wall afk thee what they deferve; and what is the caufe 
of thy and their folly.” 
- Mahal iow felt hiimfelf in a lethargy of tormentin 
‘nefs. “Noah returned to, his family, and flept the: wri darves fleep 
of ‘peace, which I with you likewife, Prince of Believers, 
a Spee: Meeting of my introdu@tion to Mahal’s tra- 


aa Hafi now rolled up his manufcript, and the Caliph dif- 
‘miffed him, expreffing his hopes, that his next night’s tale 
would be more entertaining. 
The Grand Vizier, who had hitherto liflened.to Hafi with 
attention, and thought kimfelf often {martly hit off, was 


: ahr tah dnbshecCaintc tick ah de-onaditens He refolv- 


ed to be more watchful over the narrator; and fhould he be 
unable to attend, to appoint a liftener that fhould: be qualified 
‘to feel the right fenfe of the tales. That this was a prudent 
refolution, none will doubt who knows the confequences that 
ey eee Houk "the “emnnet in which pc acaceten at 


court. ° 
tu (To be comiuede) 
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For the American Univerfal Magazine. 


NEGRO SLAVERY, Ax Apostropnt. 


“« When human policy locks the chain round the ancle of a flave, 
divine juftice rivets the other end round the neck of the tyrant.” 


Stvupies or Narvrse. 


wr muft the feelings of that man be, who can 
engage in a traffic at once repugnant to the calls of 
humanity and the precepts of religion—the barbarous traffic in 
human blood! Who cantear the fimple negro from his coun- 
try, his attachments and his blifs ?—-Who can load-him with 
irons to fecure that dependence which his free-born fpirit dif- 
dains ?—-And who, mitead of foothing the anguifh of keeu 
fenfibility, enforces his obedience with menaces and whips! . 
Ye harmlefs natives of Africa! what have ye done to de- 
ferve being marked: out as the victims of European and Ame- 
rican Avarice?) Ye, whom Providence has feparated from us 
by oceans and continents, why fhould you be dragged from 
your native wilds, to fmart under the lafh of thofe to whom 
ye owe no allegiance, and to fatten with your blood, a foi! 
from which ye reap no increafe? Is it that luxury may riot 
on the fweat of your brow—that. inhumanity may wallow in 
affluence earned by your ftripes? Or is it, Great and Eternal 
God ! to fill up the meafure of our crimes, that thou permit- 
teft this flagrant violation of thy laws? : 
Alas ! commerce, the nurfe of the blackeft enormities, the 
frequent fource of war and devaftation, is your bane, and 
may ‘be your ruin.—Our ferefathers were once as fimple and 
a§ ignorant as you: but they loved their country; while we 
their offspring difgrace it, wherever we extend our intercourfe ! 
In vain thall we tell:you of a pure religion, of a future judg- 
ment, of an impartial retribution. ‘Thofe with whom you are 
unfortunately: conneéted prove.too fenfibly, by their conduct, 
that their belief has no influence on. their practice. In vain 
fhall-we tell-you: that mifery is the growth, of every, climate, 
and that you are no more wretched in a foreign Ignd than you 
would be in your owh, «Nature. and! reafon abjure the flimly 
pretext. In your breafts the love of your country flows as 
warm as in ours; and who was ever brought to regard eter- 
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nal banifhment as an agreeable alternative for any thing lefs 
than death? Befides, our avarice is the grand original fource 
of all your ills. We excite the fordid paffions of robbery and 
gain in the bofom of your chiefs; and then dire& them as 
engines to produee our own intereft and your ruin! Ag- 
gravated infamy! Unparalleled b ! To fpread aceat- 
tation, and to exult in its progrefs—to fow the feeds of guilt, 


‘and to reap with joy the full harveft of our iniquity. 


‘Fhank God ! the liberal fpirit of humanity has gone ~ ed 
and a virtuous indignation is roufed againft thofe who difg 
the American name ; and although the immediate and abio- 
late ‘ematicipation of faves would perhaps be attended with 
more effects than it is calculated to relieve; yet, to 
{top the progrefs of the evil—to allow the unfortunate beings 
now under the whip of their tafk-mafters, all the privileges 
of human creatures—all the indulgencies that n and juf- 
tice demand, would at once conduce to the intereft, happinefs, 
and credit of the country. 

But if imtereft, if happinefs, if credit, are of no eftimation— 
think on future confequences; think on the precepts of religion ; 
think on the hopes of immortality ! 


LITERARY FABLES. 


(Concluded from page 124.) 


THe SWORD awywpv rue SPIT. 


A SWORD with a fine cutting tharp blade (never better 
came out of the hand of the Toledo maker) after hav- 
ing laid about in many battles, and belonged to many matters. 


- and been fold at many auctions, came at length, ru Rs h one 
af thofe vicifitudes which lay the greateft iow to be’ laid tip 


in the corner of a fcurvy inn ; fre, defirous in vain to breathe 
a vein, it had ftood a long while unnoticed and expofed to 
ruft, when: at’ the command:of ler’ coxcomb of a mafter, a 
greafy kitchen-wench caught it up, carried it to the re 
capon ;—thus forcing that ‘which: had 


-and ftack it DoF ih von 
been a fword renown to degenerate into a complet: 


fit. . 








ettcr 
hav- 
ters, 

one 
; tip 
athe 
d to 


ra 
hen, 

had 
plete 












- FEBRUARY, 6, 797: £05 





Whik thefe things were. paffing at the inn, a clown, who 
a the, {port of, fortune. had been dragged out of the country 
to be made a gentleman.of at court, Pe i be. in. want 
of a fword, repaired to the fyord-cutler’s, e pouig who 
foon faw, the chap. he, had to deal with, and that any thing 
would do which had a hilt anda fcabbard, defired him. to 
Abe next day, againit which he furbifhed up an old fpit, that 
‘Tay in his kitchen, and fold it to our Hidalgo for the very 
blade with which the Cid. made the Moors flip. 

The innkeeper was undoubtedly a great fool, and the fword- 
cutler a great knave,; and the herd of tranferibers. moitly, re- 
femble either the one,or the other of them. Some, tranflate 
good authors, and make {pits of fwords; others. trapilate, bad 
ones, and inltead of {words fell us {pits. 


Tue CAT, tute ALLIGATOR, anv rue 
CRICKET. 


Who has not heard of the fkill of animals in Botany, and 
how underftanding they are in the different kinds of herbs, di- 
uretics, cathartics, narcotics and emetics, cephalics, fudorifics, 
febrifuges, ftiptics, and prolifics? A cat, who appeared to 
be very deep both in theory and practice, and delighted much 
in iifpleyiog his knowledge of this kind, (a heavier pedant in- 
deed never came out ofan univerfity) going one day in fearch 
ef ufeful plants, faid thus to the alligator—* Friend, thou art 
to know I have an affection femidropfical, and I look for the 
juice of the heliotropium to difpel it.?- The alligator firft flared 
at the ftrangenefs of the dialeét, which he underftood no more 
than if the ridiculous-animal had talked Babylonian, but at length 
feeing him clean his paunch. with fimple turnfol, made a jet of 
the affectation as it deferved. Not fo however the cricket, 
who though he could: not. underitand ope word: that was faid, 
mamediately concluded that it mutt be very fine, and went about 
erying up the cat for the firt fpoken “wpoabdont he had ever 
met with.——-Sound advice for dealers, in high founding words 
and: out us metaphors, who thould take. care to. confider 

their ftyle be - they fall ito. nonfenfe- 


Tue NATURALIST AND THE (TWO LIZARDS... 


A. Naturalitt to fee a couple: of Lizands inj an 
erchard, nothing could ferve him but he muft:-immediatdy 
cence - Accordingly 

2 














; 
’ 
: 
bi 
c 
: 
1 
a 
ih 


| 


t 
: 
¥ 
* 
" 
: 
- % 
{ 
r 
ics 
. et 
i : 
’ ' 
h : 
4 ~ 
a 
ate 
4 
' 
a © 
: 
ee 
eS 
fe 
. 
4 
- 


ee =,” 
SE EE pte Oe 


Soeterptnalemanataiiels 


: » Se ve 


2 i al 





ee 


a 


er ae 





166 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE, 


he cut up limb after limb, then took his microfcope, then ex- 
amined each part by itfelf, then took up the pen, looked again, 
wrote a little, ftopped to recollect if he had-not forgot any 
ing, and at lait filled his common-place book. After this, as 
ufual, the brother virtuofi came in; he told them what he had 
been about, and this wondered, that queftioned, and a third 
found fault, — | Bl ort 
. The bufinefs now over, and the fage pretty well tired of 
lizard-anatomy; the other captive fifter returned to the place 
from whence fhe came, where fhe was no fooner arrived, than 
fhe got her neighbours round her, and told them what had 
been going forward! Nota doubt about it, I faw it with thefe 
very eyes, the man ftood a whole day poring over our fifter’s 
body—Marry come up—and other animals look upon us only 
as leaves; and fhall we fuffer it?; We, who carry about 
us fo many things not only worthy of contemplation, but of 
being written down; but too much humility never does any 
and let them fay what they will, we are certainly a very 
valuable race—Would not you have bad authors grow vain, 
remember that he who condefcends to criticife them gives them 
importance. ‘Never then take any ferious notice of their trafh, 
for attending to lizards is only giving them an opportunity of 
repeating—* Let them fay what they will, we are certainly a 
very valuable race.’ 


« 


THE ENQUIRER.—No, IIL. 


Queft. 3.——a@ LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC PURSUITS SUIT> 
roi ED FO THE FEMALE CHARACTER 2 ' 


There were in this lady [Cornelia] many charms befides her 
beauty; for fhe was finely ac i in literature, tm 
. mufic, and in-geometry, and the ufed to attend. to. philofo 


See KNOX ON EDUCATION, Sed. 27.. 


HE Enquirer who,.-if not axphilofophbr isi the arrogant 
meaning annexed to the appellation m modern times, 
wentures to affume the title in the modeft feufe, in whieh it was 


underftood by the ancients, as denoting a lover of wifdom, 
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has obferved, with much fatisfaction, the firm and dignified 
tone, with which the'female fex, in the perfon of its able and 
eloquent advocate, Mrs. Wollftonecraft, has afferted its mtel- 
leCtual rights. Although he is too jealous of the rights of 
mah, to concede to'wornan fo unjuft a monopoly, as that of 
being at once the moft lovely and the wifeft part of the humana 
fpecies, he has no with to fhare in the barbarifm of excluding 
her from a free participation of the pleafures and honours of 
fcience. The tree'of knowledge, planted by the hand of ria- 
ture, in an open plain, invites every paflenger to partake of 
its bounty ;: and man, inftead of rudely hedging it round with 
thorns, to deter the approach of woman, ought to aflift her 
in plucking the fruit from thofe branches which may happen 
to hang above her reach. 

Strongly impreffed with thefe fentiments concerning the 
right of women to knowledge, and to all the means of attain- 
ing it; but at the fame time perceiving fome obftacles in the 
way of their intelleétual progrefs, arifing from circumf{tances 
peculiar to the female character ; it has appeared to the En- 
quirer, a queftion highly interefting, to one half of the human 
{fpecies directly, and indire&tly to the other, how far it is ef 
advantage to females to affert their claim, and engage in lite- 
rary and {cientific purfuits ? In attempting to fettle this point, 
he has, however, met with difficulties, which had almoft dif- 
heartened him, when a fortunate incident relieved him from 
his embarraflment. Converfing on this fubje&t with an elderly 
lady of his acquaintan¢e;~“who™ not having been encumbered 
with domeftic cares, has had much leifure for improving her 
underftanding, and who has been an attentive and judicious 
obferver of the female world ; this lady, who fhall be known 
to the reader by the name of Margaretta, communicated to him 
the particalars of a’ converfation on female accomplifhments, 
which had, a few’days before; *paffed:with her and two of her 
nieces, of different families ; Sophia, a young lady, educated 
in the fafhionable ftyle, and fond of diffipation ; and Eliza, a 
ftudious lady, habituated'to domeftic retirement, and more fo- 
licitous to cultivate her mind, than to difplay the charms of 
her perfon. The converfation was; in fubftance, as foilows : 

’ Sophia. So, my gravecoz; they tell me, you area feri- 
ous admirer of this rhodomontade work, that has of late 
tarned the heads of fo many females, Mrs. Wollftonecraft’s 
Rights of Women. 
© Elizay Why, yes, my lively coz, if Iam to underftand 
this fimart attack {erioufly, I plead guilty to the chargew I 


’ 
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own I. do. admire ths rational fentiments 
the ene at, the 
tee dela 
1t no r to be 
7 llRonccral’s emale _ philof sealed I. think it 
fcarcely poffible for any ay ear fenfe to, refift the united 
force of her reafoning and eloquence ; and I wonder how it 
has happened, that you, gol in reading the work, efcaped 
having ha d your head turn 
Sophia. O, that matter is very eafily explained, I have 
pent given mylfelf a chance of becoming one of Mrs. Woll- 
onecraft’s difciples. Curiofity, *tis true, enticed me to take 
up.a book that every body was talking about; but, carelefsly 
dipping into it, before I fat down to the ferious bufinels of 
reading a large octavo volume, I happened to fall upon a paf- 
fage, whieh, taught me, that philofophy is of no. fex; and 
hinted that the, creatures, hitherto called men and women, 
nar to weara common drefs, I was foon fick of fuch ab- 
ities —threw afide the book, perhaps a little. peevifhly, and 
made a folemn vow, from that moment, that I would never be 
a philofopher, 
£iliza,..In good truth, pioufly vowed! but pardon me, 
my dear Sophia,. if. conjecture, that it may have, happened 


in this, cafe, as it; has in many others, that i ignorance has been 
the mother of devotion, As, by your own confeffion, you 
aye, not read the. work ; aad as you have done me the honour 
to clafs me song ‘he female philofophers; will you haye pa- 


tuence with, I give you my ideas;on the fubje&,, under 
the correGtion of our good aunt, who, I know, though the 
has not joined in the converfation, has not. heen inattentive to: 
a tanlgey ve 


mst my dear, 1 cannot promife you fo: 
BL ee piss is as ~onieiranats not mean to preach 
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duties of ‘a daughitér, a filter, a wife, and'a mother.” © If 
thefe lords of the creation would ‘five us fair play, we would 
foon convince them, ‘that We are capable of rivalling them in 
any thing, except® odily ftrength { and I know no better ob- 
jet of ambition, than to rival them in knowledge. 

Sophia. What! not that of fubduing the tyrants, and 
bringing ‘them as flaves to your feet? Your’s, my dear Eliza, 
muft be a ftrange unnatural fyftem, that would teach you to 
find more pleafure in refuting an argument, than in conquer- 
ing a heart. 

Margaretta. A truce, Sophia, with your raillery! and 
for once, if you can, be ferious. 

Sophia. 1 proteft, my dear aunt, I never was mote’ feriows 
in all my life. I know not what fhould make one ferious, if 
not an attempt to rob us young women of the pleafure of fir- 
tation. Now do, my beloved coz, tell me honeftly—none of 
the male creatures are by—does it not go a little = even the 
grain, even with your wife gravity, to fhut yourfelf up with 
your Lockes and your Newtons, and to be “ commercing with 
the fkies,” when you might be footing it on the floor of a 
public room, among a crowd of admirers? Or can you in 
your confcience fay, that you had rather hold a learned con- 
verfation with philofophers of no fex, on liberty and neceflity, 
or on the origin of evil, than enjoy the delight of a little rat- 
tle about nothing with the fellows in the fide-box. 

Eliza. As to the dear delight you talk of, Sophia, I muft 
tell you honeitly, that philofophy has already made me too 
wife, or if you like it better, too ftupid, to relifh it. I could 
never perfuade myfelf that nonfenfe, in falling from the lips of 
a pretty fellow, was converted into fenfe.. Nor have I ever 
felt what, I own, my reafon inftruéts me to call the culpable 
vanity of making namerous conquefts. Of the conqueft of 
one worthy heart, no woman nteds be afhamed ; but a coquet, 
with a train of danglers, has always’ appeared to me a defp 
cable feeble charaCter: 

‘* Sophia. Your wifdom, my dear, makes you, methinks, a 
little too fevere. If I am to fpeak plainly in my'turn, I mutt 
fay, I have no patience with that ing philofophy; which 
would nip every pleafure in the bud, and convert every melt- 
ing heart into ftone. I am afraid, Eliza, your fyftem, im 
banifhing that lively nonfenfe, that drops from the hps without 
the trouble of thinking, would convert our gay circles into 
filent meetings. If I were to grow fo very wife, as I am 
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fure your:philofophy would make me, I am perfuaded, I fhould 
lofe more than half my charms. 
| Sophia, harping upon 
y thould I think myfelf, my dear girl, could I teach you 
XR fo much philofophy, as to, convince ‘you, ‘that a. woman 
has. higher objects to purfue, than to grati own: vani 
pleafe the men. By devoting Mecekes to thefe Selle 
and by. entertaining the filly notion that their weakneffes and 
defects render them amiable, women have hitherto kept 
felves in a ftate of inferiority, for which nature never defigned 
them. It has never “yet been proved, that woman’s under- 
ftanding, like her serene is lower than that of the men. I 
ee ht not be proved, that woman 
mind be an srt ) ae] 
tion — fgftem at prefent ado ted by our moft enli 
philofophers, leads ' them to canine: it feems probable, mo 


: -whofe organic ftructure is certainly more delicate 
at.of the male, is CoE of higher refinement of in- 


perfe@tl Soagy seats: 
Fetulititien 2 are at Arf 
L-beg pardon for troubling you -with a 


x on which w was not neceflary to my argument. Without 


‘inveltigation, we have a.right to conclude, 
from the brilliant examples of women eminent for genius, learn- 
ing, and philofophy, which the hiftory of our fex affords, that 
if we enjoyed equal advantages with the men, we fhould be at 
leaft capable of equal ‘attainments... “If, in the depreffed ftate 
in which female intelleet has. hitherto been kept, the ancient 
world had its Afpafias, Cornelias, and Hypatias; and modern 
times ean boaft. of their Carters and Macaulays, their Bar- 
baulds and Wollftonecrafts, what: may not be e ed in a 
new order of oy in which rational beings, of both fexes, 
fhall meet together,’ to ‘profecute, without any frivolous inter- 
ruptions, or childith réftraints, the noble objec of intellectual 
improvement ?. " Your good fenfe,’ ‘Sophia, muft, I'am fure, 
convince you, that converfation, condu¢ted upon this rational 
plan, would" be far preferable to the idle chat you every da 
hear, upen Sefbionatie-dyeley petite pemaetss, and domeftic 
meee & 206 


Sophia. “Conperfatlon yots on very plealaaaly as it is ma- 
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ter employ her leifure hours, of which she commonly has, or 
may have, abundance, than in calling forth the energies of her 
mind, and exereifing her reafon on fubjes interefting-to every 
human. being?. Is ‘the .ftudy-of natural hiftory, and. natural 
philofophy, ‘of civil -hiftory, or- of the principles of ‘policy, 
morals, and religion, an employment at all inconfiftent with 
the female charater ?- Would a woman be the: lefs qualified 
for difcharging the duties of a wife, or mother, becaufe the 
undérftands the nature and rational ‘grounds of thefe duties ? 
Would fhe be the lefs capable of educating her children pro- 
perly, becaufe fhe is: acquainted with many of the fubjeés in 
which they are to be inftruéted?. Or would the: be the :Jefs 
agreeable companion, either in domeftic retirement, or ‘in 
the larger ‘circles of friendly fociety, for: poffeffing:a ftock of 
well arranged ideas, and knowing how to communicate them 
with advantage? If perfonal charms are to be brought into 
the queftion, is the woman the lefs lovely for having her coun- 
tenance animated with intelligence? Believe me, Sophia, -phi- 
lofophy is no enémy to the graces; and a cultivated mind may 
dwell in a charming form. 

Sophia. ‘Well now, Eliza, if I could be quite affured of 
that, I almoft think your fine {peech would convert me to your 
fyftem. But—no—it cannot be; at leaft at prefent. -lam 
certain, I am not grave enough for a philofopher: fo, my dear 


COZ. 


‘¢ Hail to pleafure’s frolic train ! 

‘“‘ Hail to fancy’s golden reign ; 

** Feftive mirth, and iesagheerrwll, 

‘* Free and fportive as the child ; 

“ Hope, with eager {fparkling eyes, ~ 
“ And eafy faith,.and fond furprife ! 

‘“* Let thefe,. in fairy colours dreft, 

‘* For ever fhare my carelefs breaft : 
«Then, though wife I may not be, 
** The wife themfelves fhall envy me *. 


Margaretta. . Charming lines, Sophia! and {martly intro- 
duced. But if you meant them in refutation of Eliza’s argu- 
ments in favour of female philofophy, you fhot a little wide of 
the mark. The elegant writer, whofe lines you have quoted, 





‘ x ¢ Mrs, Barbauld’s Poem : To Wiftom. 
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is herfelf a philofopher, and I am fure never meant to difcou- 
rage, in either fex, the purfuit of wifdom. You appear to 
me, my dear niece, h this whole converfation, to have 
treated the fubje@ with too much ‘levity. You, I am fure, 
wifh to be an accomplifhed. woman::. and, ‘allow me to fay, no 
‘woman can be fo without knowledge, Eliza’s fentiments on 
the fubje& are, I am convinced, in the. main, right. I haye 
feen, in my time, a very happy change taking place in the fe- 
male world, in confequence of the increafing attention which 
has been paid to interior, as well as exterior, accomplifhments, 


‘in the education of young women, _ In this bufinefs, there yet 


remains, it is true, much room for corre¢tion and improvement. 
But knowledge is certainly more valued, and more pains are 
taken to diffufe it, than formerly. Young women, in the pre- 
fent age, ought to know and value the peculiar advantage 
with which, «in this refpe&t, they enter into life. Inftead of 
confidering feience, either with fuperftitious reverence, as above 
their reach, or with ignorant contempt, as beneath their no- 


tice, they fhould purfue it with ardour, as the foundation of 


the moft ufeful and ornamental attainments. But, I ought 
toafk pardon for thus unnecéflarily trying your patience. | 
Eliza. Your good leffons, kind aunt, are always welcome ! 
it is, I am fure, our united requeft, that you would go on to 
explain to us how far you think fcientific purfuits are fuited to 
the female chara¢ter. 
Margaretta. 1 certainly would not advife a young woman 
to aim at univerfal knowledge : I thould, perhaps, advife, ordi- 
narily, a narrower field of learning, than te fatisfy the in- 
quifitive mind of Eliza. With fuitable opportunities and ad- 
vantages, I fee no reafon why minds of a particular caft, 
among women as well as men, may not contribute effentially 
to the advancement of knowl - But it feems, in common, 
mott eligible that the objects of ftudy fhould be regulated by 
utility. Thofe ftudies'which are adapted to fit a woman for 
acting her part well in her perfonal, domeftic, and focial capa- 
city, and to qualify her for converfation in the circles in which 
fhe is likely to be thrown, appear to have the firft claim to her 


- attention. Ina plan of female ftudy, I thould comprehend, 


what Eliza has entirely overlooked, purfuits properly literary. 
The formation of a tafte for polite literature conftitutes, in 
my judgment, an effential part of female education, When a 


: pectianiy favourable opportunity offers for acquiring claffical 


ing to fuch a degree of perfection, as to enable the fcholar 
to read the writings of the ancients with facility, it fhould not 
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be negleted. But, without a learned education, .it is poffible 
for young women to acquire a very corre¢t tafte in polite lite- 
rature, and the fine arts; and the elegant purfuits of tafte, I 
own, I confider, as peculiarly fuited to the female character. 
They furnifh an endlefs variety of amufement ;, and they have 
a happy tendency to cherifh that delicate fenfibility, which, 
how fathionable foever it ‘nay be to defpife it, mutt always 
form an effential part of female excelleace. Without intend- 
ing the cf eee infinuation to the difadvantage of my {cientj- 
fic niece, I muft remark to you the natural tendency which 
philofophical purfuits have to damp the order of affection. 
Women do not always become more amiable exactly in_pro- 
portion as they improve in knowledge. This.I do not impute 
to philofophy ; for I conceive its genuine effect, to be, to re- 
‘fine every power, and meliorate every paffion of the human 
mind: I impute the defect, in part, to the almoit exclufive 
attention, which thofe, who philofophize, pay to fubjects 
which folely occupy the underftanding ; and in part to a pre- 
jadice, not unufually connected with a fondnefs for {peculation, 
againft fenfibility, as at beft only an amiable weaknefs. Though 
fenfibility ‘is fometimes affected, and is fometimes in reality 
indulged to fuch excefs as to become a morbid habit of mind, 
it is as natural to man as intelleét; and, while it is regulated by 
reafon, is not to be defpifed as a weaknefs, but to be cherifhed 
as a fource of the pureft pleafures, and to be admired as the 
laf finifhing, and higheft polifa of the female chara@ter.  Phi- 
lofophers—efpecially female philofophers—if they wifh to be 
loyed, as well as refpected, fhould cultivate the imagination 
and affections, together with the underftanding ; and fhould 
be careful, that, in improving the head, they do not neglect 
the heart. But, it is high time, nieces, that I releafe you 
from this tedious le¢ture. 


St ee es 


TALES OF AN EVENING. 


THE FOURTH STORY. 
(Continued from page 124.) 
TT was a fmall expenfe alfo,’”’ faid Olympia, “ that I 
was happy myfelf, the whole of that fummer, the latt, 
alas! that your father was to pafs in this place, in which 
he fo much delighted.” 
Vor. I. No. V. P 
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Thefe words were followed. By a filence of a few mo- 
ments, and diffufed a cloud of forrow over the whole compa- 
ny, Olympia, who perceived, was defirous of difpelling it, 
continued thus: 

*« My daughter told you that Sufan had two children; her 
fofter brother, Marcellin, the moft {prightly lad in the vil- 
lave, and Louifa his elder fifter. Louifa was pretty, but 
what particularly diftinguifhed her, was an air of candour 
and innocence that difcovered her whole foul as in a refplen- 
dent mirror. An artift,who fhould wifhto paint ingenuoufnels, 
would give it the fame look. It was eafy to fee that all idea 
ef diffimulation was a ftranger to Louifa; no deceit had 
tarnifhed her happy difpofition; and the truth, fitting on 
her lips, feemed only to wait for her breath to favour its 
efcape. Of all the different kinds of feminine beauty, this 
is in my opinion, the moft touching. And, indeed, Louifa 
made many a conqueit, whenever fhe appeared in the village 
of Verval. 

** I gave a dance every holiday, in the court-yard before 
the caftle; and in the midft of the young people drawn 
thither by the mufic, Louifa, without perce iving that fhe 
was remarked, drew every eye upon her. But her’amiable 
modefty made even her rivals pardon her the glory of eclipf- 
ing their charms; for envy is not always fo unjuit as we be- 
lieve; the advantages that hurt her are moft generally thofe 
that are oftentatioufly difplayed. Louifa, far from availing 
herfelf of hers to humble her companions, feemed to forget 
fhe was-prefent, and to give up to others the homage addreff- 
ed to herfelf. It istrue, all this homage gave her but little 
pleafure; and among twenty rivals, whom I faw timidly 
eager to pay their court, and contending for the happine(s 
of pleafing her, one alone fometimes obtained the favour of 
a fmile, or of a look kindly prolonged. ‘This was young Hen- 
ry, my tenant’s eldeft fon, the pattern of the village for all 
the virtues of his way of life, of whith he had the noblett 
idea. I had fometimes feen him tilling the ground, and he 
feemed proud of holding the plough. You would have faid 
that he commanded the earth to be fruitful; and when he 
came home, ftanding on his waggon loaded with fheaves, 
with his head ereét, and an air of triumph, you would have 
faid that he thonght himfelf on the throne of abundance. 
M. de Verval had taken a liking to him, and ufed to con- 

ulate his father on poffeffing fuch afon. ‘* Vincent,” 

id he, “you are a worthy man, and a good farmer, but 
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your fon will be quite as good a man as you.””—On one 
this eulogium, the modeft and ferious Henry would ca 
down his eyes, and then look proudly up again. Such was 
Louifa’s lover. 

In the country, as in town, malice and jealoufy have pe- 
netrating eyes. It was foon noticed, and whifpered about, 
that Louifa’s choice was made in her heart, and that Hen- 
ry would be preferred. ‘The report found its way to me, 
and I fent for Louifa. 

My good girl,” faid I, “ I am told that your modefty, 
your {weet difpofition, and your tender attention te your 
parents, make you dear to all the village, and make every 
mother with to fee you the wife of her fon.” They are 
very good, Madam, to think of me,” anfwered fhe.— 
But, Louifa, thould you not be pleafed to render one of 
thefe mothers happy ?’—** After my own, Madam, the 
whofe welfare I defire the moft, is the worthy Auguttina, 
your tenant’s wife. She is fo kind to me !”—“ I am very 
glad of it. And her hufband?’—*“ Ah! Madam, whet 
an excellent man!”— They have a daughter about your 
age ?.—** Yes, Ma’am, Cecilia ; my moft intimate friead.”’ 
She hd8 a brother, who, although very young, is already a 
deferving man ?””——“ Yes, Ma’am, very deferving indeed.”’— 
And at thefe words two beautiful rofes bloomed upon her 
cheeks. I am told, Louifa, that he has alfoa very high 
opinion of you.” ‘ It fhould feem fo indeed, Ma’am; nor 
do I doubt but he has.”—“ But, Louifa, fo much efteem 
at your time of life cannot be far from love.”’—** No, 
Ma’am, it cannot to be fure; and, as foon as our parents will 
permit us, we are well difpofed to love one another.’’—** And 
are your parents acquainted with your way of thinking ?’— 
Certainly Madam; I told it to my mother, I never con- 
ceal any thing from her. And he, the very third time we 
danced together in the court-yard of the caftle, intrutted 
his fecret to his father! “ Hark’ee, father, faid he, throw- 
ing his arm round his neck, “ look »t that young girl, the 
will be your daughter-in-law, or you will never have one 
at all.” The good old man looked at me with a fmile, and 
anfwered——-“* There is no hurry ; wait a few harveils and 
we will fee about it.”’——** And what does Sufan think of 
it??? That I am not rich enough; and that Vincent will 
expect a fortune.’’—-“ You fay, however, that Henry has 
declared he will have no other woman for his wife ?”— Yes; 


but if his father command he muft obey, and I myfelf will 
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find means to make him, Should I not obey my father and 
mother, if they chofe to difpofe of my hand?” 

I was well fatisfied, as you may fuppofe, with this dia- 
logue, and repeated it to M.de Verval. “ Leave me,” faid 
he, “ to fet the negociation on foot. I will firft {peak to 
Baptift.” He went to fee him at his mill. “ Baptift,”” faid 
he, “do you know that your daughter and my tenant’s fon 
have a great deal of efteem for one another?” ‘ Yes, in- 
deed,” faid Baptift, ‘‘ of that fort of efteem, which our 
Vicor would foon convert to love. I teld the farmer fo; 
and he made anfwer, that love at their time of life would 
keep; and that two or three years, initead of fpoiling, 
would ripen, and render it better. The truth is, Sir,” add- 
ed Baputt, “‘ that Vincent, before he marries his fon, wants 
to be fure of a new leafe. He fees that rents rife confider- 





“ all over the country, and thinks that you are going to 
raife that of your farm. He has ill-wifhers who. will not 
fail to over-bid him, and that makes him uneafy.” Vincent 
ought to know,” faid M. de Verval, that I am no Jew.” 
and the next day he paid hima vifit. 

Well,” faid my hufband, “ is the crop promifing 2” “« It 
promites fair,”’ faid Vincent, “but it is often deceitful ! 


Sometimes, at the eve of a noble harveft, comes a ftorm 
or a fhower of hail, and lays every thing wafte. Indeed 
the poor farmer, after a world of labour, very often reaps 
but little benefit.” ‘* However,” replied M. de Verval, 
the price of leafes gets higher, and 1 hope the one we are | 
going to renew—”——“ Ah! Sir, fpare us, pray! you 
are io juit and fo good! You have enriched one worthy 
family, do not ruin another whicli has ever ferved you with 
fo much good-will!” ‘ You mean Baptiit, the miller,” 
faid my hufband; and you remind me that his daughter 
and your fon are fond of one another.” ‘ Alas! yes,” 
faid the good farmer; “ but how to venture to expofe our 
children to the misfortune of having children themfelves, 
when we have no certain income ?”’. “ You talk like a good 
father and a wife man,” replied the count. “ But, Vincent, 
if a new leafe for nine years infured you my farm at the pre- 
fent rent ; and if another, for Louifa’s portion, infured it 
you for nine years more, ftill at the fame rate?” ‘ Moft 
generous of men,” exclaimed the farmer, “ difpofe of my 
fon : the leafe and the marriage articles fhall be figned to- 
gether.” 
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“ Every thing is fettled,” faid the Count, on his return. 
“I have the promife of both fathers; and to obtain it, [ 

only promifed what I fhould have done at any rate. I had 

certainly no inclination to add my avarice to that of the 

earth, e hich already fells its productions fo dearly to the 

poor farmer. But, fince it is a favour to let them remain 

in eafy circumftances, I thought I might let Louifa fhare 

in the advantage, and improve my farm by making two 

people happy.” 

My daughter went inftantly to carry the news to Sufan ; 
but Vincent had been before-hand with her; and Juliet 
found the two families affembled at the mill ; the two lovers 
gazing on each other with the tear of tendernefs and joy 
ftanding in their. eyes; the fathers fhaking hands, the mo- 
thers kifling each other; while Marcellin, fad and penfive, 
ftood in a corner looking at/!Cecilia, who was leaning her 
head on Louifa’s fhoulder, and did not dare to look at 
Marcellin. 

_My daughter, ftruck by this picture, came and defcribed 

it to me. “* Here is another marriage to make up,”’ faid I, . 
“but it does not require fo much hatte ; for Marcellin is only i 
feventgen years old.”’ 

«The following day Sufan came to throw herfelf at my 
feet. ** Well, Madam,” faid fhe, after the firft effufion of 
her gratitude, “* would you believe it? my joy, however 
great at this moment, is not freefrom pain. ‘That little ~ 
wretch Marcellin, is grieved to fee his fifter married before } 
him. If nothing be wanting but to be in love, he is, he 
fays, a thoufand times more fo with Cecilia, Henry’s fitter, 
than Henry is with his fifter Louifa. At firft I made game 
of him; but he told me, that inftead of laughing, I ought 
to weep at feeing the affi€tion of poor Marcellin, who is fo 
fond of, his father and mother ; and then burfting into tears, 
returned to his work.”’ 

“ We muft confole him,” faid I. “ Let him bring me my 
cream to-morrow morning for break faft.” 

He came; but fo pale, and fo cait down, that I could 
not help pitying him. “Is-it you, Marcellin? faid I, I 
am glad to fee you. But you do not look fo cheerful and 
contented as ufual.”? * No, Madamj”’ faid he, “ there 
is no more cheerfulnefs for me. They like to fee me fad; 
for the fault’s not mine: I am as much inclined to be gay 
as'any body.”—“ But pray who is it that afflids you ?”— 
“ Why, look you, Madam, it is my filter, who is going to 
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be married: every body tries. to make her happy; and I 
am sighted overlooked and forgotten ; I, who am Mifs Ju- 
liet’s fofter brother. Ak! Madam, it is a cruel thing to 
fee that for my fifter’s fake I am robbed of all your kind- 
nefs!”.——* No, Marcellin, you fhall have your turn. But 
you are fo very young.”—*“ Alas! yes, Iam‘ young: fo 
they are for ever telling me; but muft one be old to be mar- 
ried?) You know, Ma’am that I am nine months older than 
Mifs Juliet. And then a‘k every body if, from morning to 
night, in the vineyard, at the mill, and every where elfe, I 
dont work like a man. I am not taken fora child when I 
handle the hoe or the fpade, or when I lift a fack of wheat 
like a feather”—‘“ TI know that you are laborious, and a 
great help to your father.".—-“My father? Why, I'll 
boldly fay, he might foon give over work if my mind were 
but at eafe. If youdid but know, Madam, how forrow 
fteals away ftrength! and when I fhall have loft my health 
and fpirits, who will affift my poor father? And then there’s 
my mother! Look you, Madam, when her daughter leaves 
her, fhe will be all alone, and a flave to the houfe. Whereas, 
if fhe had a young daughter-in-law, who would be there 
like a daughter, fhe would have nothing to do but te give 
her orders: Cecilia, take care of the fheep; Cecilia, gathe? 
the lettuce ; Cecilia, carry the milk and cream to the caftle; 
do this, do that, firft one thing, and then another; and 
Cecilia always obedient, kind and ready to obey her! And 
I, coming home from work in the evening, and finding an 
agreeable wife to make me forget my fatigue, who would 
fay to me—** Come, my dear, come and reft yourfelf by 
my fide.” ‘What happinefs! what a difference! the very 
thought makes my heart leap within me.”—“ It is Cecilia 
then, the farmer’s daughter, that you would wifh to give 
your mother as a companion?’—-Yes, Madam, who elfe 
fhould it be ?”—— I never heard that you were fond of Ceci- 
lia.” — Oh! that I can eafily believe. Who thinks of me ? 
Who fpeaks in my favour ?’—‘ You made a fecret of it 
perhaps?“ Oh! heavens, no! I told it the whole vil- 
lage.” —“ And Cecilia, does fhe feel the fame inclination 
for you 2—“ The fame! no; but it is beginning. In the 
tirft place, every time fhe fees me pafs by the farm-yard, fhe 
gives me a little friendly nod.—“ Where are you going, 
Marcellin? where do you come from?” “ You will needs 
fuppofe, Madam, that fhe does not beftow this favour on 
every body. And then the name of Marcellin has fo feft 
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and {weet a found in her mouth, you would fay that her 
lips take a pleafure in pronouncing it. Oh? if love be not 
come on her fide as yet, I am very fure that it is not far off. 
Befides, that’s my-bufinefs. Let her be but mine, and leave 
the reft to me. I love her fo much, that it would be hard 
indeed if I fhould not make her love me,”—*“ But, Mar- 
cellin, Cecilia is two years older than you.”-—*“ So much 
the better, Madam, fhe will be the more prudent, and if 
I be not fufficiently fo, fhe will have prudence enough 
for us both.”—** Her father will not eafily confent to her 
taking fo young a hufband.”—“ Yes, that’s what my mo- 
ther fays. But if his Honour pleafes, three words will be 
enough. Look you, Madam, if I were in his place, I 
would fend for the two fathers, and I would fay to my mil- 
ler—** Baptift, are you fatisfied with your fon Marcellin 2” 
Yes, your Honour,” would fay my father: ‘* the boy pro- 
mifes to turn out well: he works with a good will, has 
no vices; knows his duty to his parents, and what a man’s 
duty is to his wife and children: the boy would not make a 
bad hufband.’’—“* And you Vincent,” I would fay, “ don’t 
you think of foon marrying your daughter? Here’s a fon- 
m-law ready at hand: truck for truck, the boys and girls, 
nothing can be fairer; and the two marriages will make but 
one wedding. What fay you ?”’—** Ah! your Honour, 
Marcellin is very young.””—“* Never mind the envious and 
jealous; yeuth is not a vice. Marcellin is an honeft lad; he 
is laborious, and that’s what’s wanted for houfekeeping. 
Hark’ee, Vincent, if you like, I’ll do the fame for him I 
did for Henry; I will grant a leafe for Baptift’s and his 
fon’s life of the little eftate of the cafcade, and your daugh- 
ter will be as fnug as can be, and the mill will ‘be peopled 
with a brood of little millers and vine-dreflers, to whom my 
children will afford their prote¢ction.”—Why, Madam, I 
would lay a wager that the two fathers would confent, and 
return his Honour thanks.” You plead your caufe ad- 
mirably, faid I. ‘ Go, and depend upon it, I'll fpeak in 
your favour.” 

*« He is right,” faidmy hufband,w hen I related this fcene 
to him: “ the leafe for their lives is exaétly what I purpof- 
ed; and I intend that the mill fhall defcend as an inheritance 
from father to fon. ‘This will be a very eafy way of making 
two people happy: it will coft me nothing but the wed- 
ding-dinner. You, Madam, will pleafe to provide wedding 
clothes for the brides; and you, daughter, when your mo- 
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ther choofes thofe of Cecilia, recolle& that Marcellin was 
weaned at nine months o 

The leafe was figned the following day ; but the eeleben: 
tion of \e marriage was deferred for a few days, for a rea- 
fon that was made a myltery of to us all.” 

At thefe words the Vicar of the village,who was prefent, 
wanted to retire ; but Olympia ftopped him, and continued 
her recital. 

« The two brothers and the two fifters were united at the 
fame altar, and at the fame hour. The wedding was in 
common. The dinner was dreffed at the Caftle; we invited 
the whole village; and the fpectacle of the happinefs of the 
two bridegrooms and the two families was the leaft affeCting 
part of the fCene. 

This good old man had juft given them the nuptial bene- 
diction: he fat between the two mothers; their daughters 
were next to them, and oppofite were the two bridegrooms, 
each by his father’s fide. As foon as every body had taken 
their places, and we had drawn round the hall table (for 
= company was numerous) Vincent arofe with ruftic dig- 

that infpired refpe€t, and prononunced thefe words— 

fy friends, this happy day, which two good fathers 
haye Chole to unite their children, is not only a feftival for 
the two families, but for the whole village ; it is a feftival 
for us all. It is now fifty years fince our good paftor, this 
venerable man, our friend, the friend of our fathers, who 
has feen us almoft all born, whe received us in his arms at 
the moment of our birth, and who has fince watched over 
us like a good and faithful fhepherd; it is now fifty years 
fince he came to take charge of his flock; and in the {pace 
of fo many years he has not let a day pafs away without 
doing good. Arbitrator and coneiliator of all the differ- 
ences of the parith, and of cach family, he has appeafed a 
thoufand dchuaes, and excited none: he has put a itop to a 
thoufand law fuits, and never had one in his life: the unfor- 
tunate never had a more tender friend to afford them confo- 
lation, nor the poor a better father to give them relief. In 
fhort, it is now fifty years that his leffons and his examples 
teach us to live ike friends and honeft men. It is is love 
for us; it is cur love for him, it isa kind of religious and 
holy alliance, which is renewed to-day; it is to the wedding 
of the parith that you arg invited. May i it draw down hea- 
ven’s bleffing upon our childrea’s marriage.” 
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I cannot exprefs to you how much the whole village and 
we ourfelyes were affected at this fpeech. Let him if pof- 
fible live fifty years longer, exclaimed they: the holy man, 
the worthy and honeit pafter, who never did any thing but 

ood. 

. * Ah, Madam! ftop, I befeech you;” faid he. “ No, I 
will tell all. More affected himfelf than you fee him at pre- 
fent (for this is only a remembrance) the good old man was 
loft as it were in the expreffion of his humble gratitude. He 
covered his face with both his hands, and a flood of tears 
itreamed from his eyes. From time to time he looked to- 
‘ward heaven, either to offer up a tribute of praife, or to re- 
commend his children to its prote¢tion. 

What can I fay? In fhort, this unlooked for incident 
took fuch flrong hold on every mind, that the new married 
couples forgot themfelves. The fathers and mothers thought 
no longer of their children. Sufan looked now and then at 
Louifa; but it was to remark her fenfibility at the triumph 
of virtue. As to me, my emotions were fo ftrong, that I do 
not think I ever experienced in my life amoment of more lively 
or more delightful happinefs ; and if the violinshad not brought 
back gaiety and awakened mirth, every one would have re- 
tired weeping from the wedding. But the Vicar was the 
firft to drink the health of the brides and bridegrooms, and 
of the fathers and mothers; nor did he forget ours. Wine 
exhilarated our f{pirits, finging made the fcene ftill more gay 
and animated, and when we rofe from table a dance com 
pleted the revolution.” 


ANECDOTE or Dr. OLIVER, or Baru. 


5 yes profeflor of the healing art, hada very ingenious 
method of weaning his drinking patients ‘from their 
favourite ftrong drink. He gave them emetics, and made 
them work it off with their favourite liquor, diluted in wa 
pot this gave them for a long time afterwards an extreme 


difruit to i and in the end frequently produced very bene- 
ficial effec 
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To the Editor of the American Univerfal Magazine. 





SIR, 
The inclofed demands infertion—“ Thefe are the times that 
try men’s fouls,””—-He who is not an avowed friend of free- 


dom, is the fecret enemy of 
HUMANITY. 


To the Prefident, Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
the——mof free and enlightened nation in the world !!! 


The PETITION and REPRESENTATION of the un- 
dernamed FREEMEN, 
Refpetfuly Sheweth : 

T ng of African defcent, late inhabitants and na- 

tives + North-Carolina, to you only, under Ged, can 
we apply with any hope of effec, for redrefs of our griev- 
ances; having been compelled to leave the ftate wherein we 
had a right of refidence, as freemen liberated under the hand 
and feal of humane and confcientious mafters, the validity of 
which act of juftice, in reftoring us to our native right of free- 
dom, was confirmed by judgment of the Superior court of 
North-Carolina, whevcin it was brought to trial; yet not long 
after this decifion, a law of that ftate was ented, under which 
men of cruel difpofition, and void.of juft principle, received 
countenance and authority in violently feizing, imprifoning and 
felling into flavery, fuch as had been fo emancipated; where- 
by we were reduced to the neceflity of feparating from fome 
of our neareft and moft tender conneétions, and of feeking re- 
fuge in fuch parts of the Union where more regard-is paid to 
the public declaration in favour of liberty and the common 
right of men, feveral hundreds under our circumftance hav- 
ing, in confequence of the faid Jaw, been hunted day and 
night, like beafts of the foreft, by armed men with dogs, and 
made prey of as free and lawful plunder. Among others thus 
expofed, I Jupiter Nicholfon, of Perquimons county, North- 
Carolina, after being fet free by my mafter, Thomas Nichol- 
fon, and having been about two years employed as a feaman 
m the fervice of Zachary Nickfon, on coming on fhore, was 
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purfued by men with dog and arms ; but was favoured to efcape 
by night to Virginia, with my wife, who was manumitted by 
Gabriel Cofand, where I refided about four years in the town 
of Portfmouth, chiefly employed in fawing boards and fcant- 
ling; from thence I removed with my wife to Philadelphia, 
where I have been employed at times by water, working along 
fhore or fawing wood.—I left behind me a father and mother, 
who were manumitted by Thomas Nicholfon and Zachary 
Dickfon ; they have been fince taken up with a beloved bro- 
ther, and fold into cruel bondage. 

I Jacob Nicholfon, alfo of North-Carolina, being fet free 
by my matter, Jofeph Nicholfon, but continuing to live with 
him till being purfued day and night I was obliged to leave my 
abode, fleep in the woods, and ftacks in the fields, &c. to efcape 
the hands of violent men, who, induced by the profit afforded 
them by law, followed this courfe as a bufinefs; at length by 
night I made my efcape, leaving a mother, one child and two 
brothers, to fee whom I dare not return. 

I Job Albert, manumitted by Benjamin Albertfon, who was 
my careful guardian to proteét me from being afterwards taken 
and fold, providing me with a houfe to accommodate me and 
my wife, who was liberated by William Robertfon; but we 
were night and day hunted by men armed with guns, fwords 
and piitols, accompanied with maftiff dogs; from whofe vio- 
lence being one night apprehentive of immediate danger, I left 
my dwelling locked and barred and faftened with a chain, ly- 
ing at fome diftance from it, while my wife was by my kind 
matter locked up under his roof ; I heard them break into m 
houfe, where not finding their prey, they got but a {mall boo- 
ty, a handkerchief of about a dollar value, and fome provi- 
fions ; but not long after I was difcovered and feized by Alex- 
ander Stafford, William Stafford and Thomas Creefay, who 
were armed with guns and clubs: after binding me with m 
hands behind me, and a rope round my arms and body, they 
took me about four miles to Hartford prifon, where I lay four 
weeks, fuffering much for want of provifion; from thence, 
with the affiftance of a fellow-prifoner, a white man, I made 
my efcape, and for three dollars was conveyed with my wife by 
a humane perfon, in a covered waggon by night, to Virginia, 
where, in the neighbourhood of Portfmouth, I continued un- 
molefted about four years, being chiefly engaged in fawing 
boards and plank. On being advifed to move northward, I 
came with my wife to Philadelphia, where I have laboured 
fora livelihood upwards of two years, in fummer mottly along 
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fhore in veffels and ftores, and fawing wood in the winter.— 
My mother was fet free by Phineas Nickion, my filter by John 
Trueblood, and both taken up and fold into. flavery, myfeif 
deprived of the confolation of feeing them, without being ex- 
poled to the like grievous oppreffion. >. 

I Thomas Pritchet was fet free by my stalin Thomas 
Pritchet, who furnifhed me with land to raife proviiions for my 
ufe, where I built myfelf a houfe, cleared a fufficient fpot of 
woodland to produce. ten bufhels of corn, and the fecond year 
about fifteen, the third, had as much :planted as I fuppofe 
would have produced thirty buthels; this I was. obliged to 
leave about one month before it was fit for gathering, being 
threatened by Holland Lockwood, who marred my aid maf- 
ter’s widow, that if I would not come and ferve him, he 
would apprehend me and fend me to the Weft-Indies; E- 
noch Ralph alfo threatening to /end mé to gaol, and fell me for 
the good of the country: being thus in jeopardy; I left my little 
farm with my {mall ttock and utenfils, and my. corn ftanding, 
and efaped by night into Virginia, where fhipping myfelf for 
Botton, I was through ftrefs of weather landed in New-York, 
where I ferved as a waiter feventeen months; but my mind be- 
ing diftreffed on account of the fituation of my wife and chil- 
dren, I returned to Norfolk in Virginia, with a hope of at 
leait feeing them, if I could not obtain their freedom; but 
finding I was advertifed in the newfpaper, twenty dollars the 
reward for apprehending me, my dangerous fituation obliged me 
to leave Virginia, difappointed of feeing my wife and children, 
coming to Philadelphia, where I refided in the employment of 
@ waiter upwards of two years. 

In addition to the hardthip of. our own cafe, as above {et 
forth, we believe ourfelves warranted, on the prefent occafion, 
in offering to your confideration the fingular cafe of a fellow 
biack now confined in the gaol of this city, under fanétion of 
the act of general government, called the Fugitive Law, as it 
appears,to us a flagrant proof how far human beings, merely 
on account of coleur and complexion, are through prevailing 
prejudice out-lawed and excluded from common juitice and 
commen humanity, by the operation of fuch partial laws, in 
fupport of habits and cuftoms cruelly oppreflive. This man, 
havmg been many years paft manumitted by his mafter in 
North-Carolina, was under the authority of the aforemention- 
ed law of that ftate, fold again into flavery, and, after having 
ferved his purchafer upwards of fix years, made his efcape 
to Philadelphia, where he has refided eleven years, having a 
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wife and four children ; and by an agent of the Carolina claim- 
er, has been lately apprehended and committed to prifon, his 
faid claimer, foon after the man’s efcaping from him, having 
advertifed him, offering a reward of ten filver dollars to any 
perfon that would bring him back, or five times that fum to 
any perfon that would make due proof of his being killed, and 
no queltions afked by whom. 

We befeech your impartial attention to our hard condition, 
not only with refpeét to our perfonal fufferings as freemen, but 
as a clafs of that people who, diftinguifhed by colour, are there+ 
fore, with a degrading partiality, confidered by many, even of 
thofe in eminent ftation, as unentitled to that public juftice and 
protection which is the great obje&t of government. We in- 
dulge not a hope, or prefume to afk for the interpofition of 
your honourable body, beyond the extent of your conftitution- 
al power or influence, yet are willing to believe your ferious, 
difinterefted and candid confideration of the premifes, under 
the benign impreffions of equity and mercy, producing upright 
exertion of what is in your power, may not be without fome fa- 
lutary effect, both for our relicf as a people, and toward the 
removal of obftructions to public order and well being. 

If notwithftanding ali that has been publicly avowed as ef- 
fential principles refpecting the extent of human right to free- 
dom ; notwithftanding we have had that right reftored to usy 
fo far as was in the power of thofe by whom we were held as 
flaves, we cannot claim the privilege of reprefentation in your 
councils, yet we truft we may addreis you as fellow men, who, 
under God the fovereign ruler of the univerfe, are intrufted 
with the diftribution of juftice, for the terror of evil doers, the 
encouragement and protection of the innocent, not doubting 
that you are men of liberal minds, fufceptible of benevolent 
feelings and clear conceptions of reétitude, to a catholic extent, . 
who can admit that black people (fervile as their condition ge- 
nerally is throughout this continent) have natural affections, 
focial and domeftic attachments and fenfibilities; and that 
therefore we may hope for a fhare in your fympathetic atten- 
tion while we reprefent that the unconftitutional bondage in 
which multitudes of our fellows in complexion are held, is to 
us a fubject forrowfully affeéting ; for we cannot conceive their 
condition (more efpecially thofe who have been emancipated, 
and tafted the fweets of liberty, and again reduced to flavery 
by kidnappers and man-tealers) to be lefs afli€ting or deplora~ 
ble than the fitwation of citizens of the United States, cap- 
tivated and enflaved through the unrighteous policy prevalent 

Vor. I. No. V. Q. 
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in ‘Algiers.—We are far from confidering all thofe who retaiy 
flaves as wilful oppreffors, being well aflured that numbers ia 
the ftate from whence we are exiles, hold their flaves in bond- 
age not of choice, but poffeffing them by inheritance, feel their 
minds burthened under the flavifh reftraint of legal impediments 
to doing that juftice which they are convinced is due to fellow 
rationals——May we not be allowed to confider this ftretch of 
power, morally and politically, a governmental defet, if not 
a dire& violation of the declared fundamental principles of the 
conititution; and finally, is not fome remedy for an evil of fuch 
magnitude highly worthy of the deep inquiry and unfeigned 
zeal of the fupreme legiflative body of a free and enlightened 
people ? Submitting our caufe to God, and humbly craving your 

aid and influence, as you may be favoured and dire¢ted by 
that wifdom which is from above, wherewith that you may be 
eminently dignified and rendered more confpicuoufly, in the 
view of nations, a blefling to the people you reprefent, is the 
fincere of your petitioners. 

vee AFC ACOB NICHOLSON, 
hi 


$ 
JUPITER + NICHOLSON, 
mark 
his 
JOB + ALBERT, 
mark 
his 
THOMAS + PRITCHETT. 


mark 


Philadelphia, Faauary 23, 1797- 


IN our next will be detailed the debates and proceedings of 
Congrefs relative to this petition. We invite the free opinion 
of our correfpondents on this extraordinary and intereiting oc- 
currence. We have already been afked, “* Whether, inftead 
of being the moft free and enlightened nation in the world, 


America is not rivalling Algiers in barbarity and oppreffion 2” 


To the Editor of the American Univerfal Magazine. 
SIR, 
N the laft number of your Magazine, there. appeared a 
fhort note, under the fignature of “ Obferver,” in which 


the writer declares, the eflay that appeared in your fecond nuzi- 
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ber, under the fignature of ** Theophraftus,” to be a pla- 
giarifm. What could have induced the author to aét with fo 
much folly and impertinence I am at a lofs to determine, unlefs 
it was a mere itch for fcribbling. But let us take a fhort furvey 
of this truly elegant compofition. 

In the firft place he declares the “ effay is not original, hav- 
ing heard it read a few weeks fince before a literary fociety of 
young gentlemen by the author.” This is a moft conclufive 
argument ! and, for the fame reafon, very few original pieces 
are ever printed, as the author generally reads his piece to a 
few friends before he prints. 

Again, “ How,” fays he, “ Mr. Theophraftus procured 
it, I am at a lofs to determine, but I am certain not in a way 
that would authorife his printing it as his own.”’ I will endea- 
vour to diflipate his doubts on this fubject, by relating a fhort, 
but perhaps, appofite ftory. 

Juit after George Villiers was created Duke of Buckingham, 
a friend of his not having heard of his preferment, fent him, 
under the name of Villiers, a prefent of fome wine. An ig- 
norant fervant who was entrufted to deliver it, after having 
depofited it fafeé in the Duke’s houfe, was juft quitting the 
door, when a man came up, afked if the Duke of Bucking- 
ham lived there, and was anfwered in the affirmative. The 
fervant aftonifhed to find he had miftaken the houfe, demanded 
the wine again, to take to George Villiers’s ; but was refufed, 
and told it was left in the right place. He now applied to an. 
alderman, for a writ againft the Duke of Buckingham, for 
ftealing George Villiers’s wine, when to the no {mall aftonifh- 
ment of the gaping ideot, he was informed that the Duke of 
Buckingham and George Villiers were one and the fame per- 
fon. 

- If this ftory will not fuffice, Mr. Obferver is very welcome 
to commence an attion againft Theophraftus, or any of the 
defcendants of the Athenian, for petty larceny, at whatfoever 
time, and in whatfoever place he may meet with him or 


them. THEOPHRASTUS. 
——_——— 
For the Univerfal Magazine. 
N reading the obfervations of Theophraftus upon- {pecula- 


tive reafoning, (page 54) I met with nothing original, or 
of fufficient poignancy to recommend them to.public approbar 
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tion, and therefore fhould never have thought it incumbent on 
me to reply to them, however erroneous they might appear, 
had I not feen a note from the Editor requefting his “ future 
correfpondence.”’ 

This piece of courtefy, I fuppofed, could only have been 
fhewn to the compofition of Theophraitus, from an opinion of 
its excellence, and therefore might flamp a value upon his fen- 
timents, which in reality they did not poffefs. ‘Though we 
fhould have nothing to apprehend from the native force of his 
remarks, yet the commendations of the Editor will fometimes 
operate to render that acceptable, which of itfelf is infignifi- 
eant ; and from this confideration I have been induced to give 
them a brief examination. 

To proceed then, Mr. Editor, without further preface, I 
think that Theophraitus has written without a due confidera- 
tion of his fubject, and inveighed againft the “contempt” of 
the world, without knowing from whence it originated. The 
efficacy of fpeculative reafoning in the advancement of know- 
ledge, is to be fure indifputable, when ufed merely as an affiit- 
ant to experience, nor has any inflance ever occurred within 
the compais of my obfervation, where any perfon has pretended 
toqueltion it. It is the trufting to fpeculative reafoning altogether 
that we objeét to, and not the calling of it in as a fubfidiary 
good ; but really mankind are fometimes fo much led aftray by 
wild theories and ruinous fchemes, that we cannot wonder if, 
from the abufe of the principle, they fhould be led to reject it 
altogether. Thofe who are unable to comprehend the opera- 
tion of a fyftem, have only to judge from its effects ; and who 
can complain if thofe plans fhould be difcountenanced, which 
fail of their proper effect, from the abfurd and whimfical mode 
of fpeculators in applying them ? 

Theory, in the hands of a man of feience and folid under- 
ftanding, is indeed productive of all the good that Theophraf- 
tus attributes to it, but when adopted by men of wild imagi- 
nations and narrow experience, it is only pregnant with mif- 
chief.—Thus Paine, in his age of reafon, attempts to refute 
the fource of our religion, and of all our knowledge of God, 
from the ridiculous notion he had, that mankind might be 
equally as well reftrained from vice by their natural fenfe of the 
beauties of virtue; yet, whois fo miferably ftupid as not to 
perceive that this book, the obje& of his ridicule, is the only 
tie that keeps fociety together? What other fecurity have we 
for our lives or eftates ?—Thefe things when brought into dif- 
pute, are equally fubje& to the decifion of courts of juitice, 
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which form their determination upon the. evidence received. 
This evidence is only to be confided in, from the folemnity of 
the oath which conftrains the witnefs to fpeak nothing but 
truth, But when we withdraw this obligation, what credit 
ean we give to his relation? Would he not, from the flighteft 
attachment on one fide, make his teftimony lean in their fa- 
vour? Even fetting afide the bias of a bribe, we fee in this 
flender motive only, enough to rob us of property, or of life— 
enough to deftroy all our enjoyments, from the apprehenfion: 
of their being it Fox away by the lawlefs power of a flronger 
arm, or the ingenious fubtilty of a more fkilful intriguer. 

Let us examine all the intricacies and dependencies of go< 
vermment. What do they reft upon but the validity of oaths, 
which are themfelves dependent on religion ?—Here then the 
fource of all our fecurity, the great bond of fociety that fe- 
eures jullice and friendfhip between man and man, has been at- 
tempted to be overthrown by Paine, from an exceffive itch that 
he had for /peculatine reafoning. 

It is not Mr. Editor, fpeculation well direGed, but fpecu- 
lation mifapplied, that we are inclined to condemn ; and Theo- 
phraftus might have {pared himfelf the trouble of commenting 
upon the perverfenefs of * ignorance,” had he remembered 
that {peculation is only unacceptable in thofe who _inter- 
pofe their infignijficance in great concerns, of which they. knaw 
but little in thofe who, without the advantage of aa clevat- 
ed comprehenfion of things, are always ready to adopt and re- 
commend meafures from frperficial views, and thereby increafe 
the malady, or at beft apply but an improper f{ubftitute.. 

The faé& ts, that in the practice of their forefathers they fee 
errors and expofe them, without giving at the fame time the'r 
concomitant advantages; and with refpect to their own {chemes, 
they exaggerate the beauties, but fereen all the defeSs from 
our view, and this accounts for the fallacy of the generality 
of new dotrines. 

~ As I obferved before, Sir, itis not the tre and_rational; 
But the falfe theories of vain and conceited {peculators, that 
meet with the contempt of mankind. ‘The world will always 
reward the bold refearches of an enterpriiing philofopher, pro- 
vided they tend to the bettering of our condition, or the in- 
creafe of any fcience ; but he who arrogantly relies upon the 
power of his own genius to overturn fyitems which ihe cons 
tinued experience of ages has found acceptable and beneficial, 
muit not reproach us with ftupidity or malice, if his wild and 
eccentric notions fhould be derided and Uefpifed. 

Q2 SANITAS.. 
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For the American Univerfal Magazine. 


A PICTURE OF CONJUGAL FELICITY. 


URELY, faid I, the fexes were defigned to promote the 

} happinefs: of each other; neither morality nor religion 
can prohibit their focial intercourfe, elfe whence that flow of 
fpirits, that propenfity to pleafe and be pleafed, and total 
averfion to every thing which may tend to diminifh the preva- 
Jence of good humour, which are the ufual concomitants of 
fuch an intercourfe. How barren of enjoyments is the life of 
a batchelor doomed to the exchange of little more than cold 
civilities and diftant friendfhips—a ftranger to that exuberance 
of blifs which flows from the union of congenial fouls —How 
evidently is a life of celibacy contrary to the law of nature, 
and repugnant to the dictates of reafon. 

Purfuing thefe ideas, I loitered along toward the margin of 
the city, when fuddenly the filence of contemplation was dif- 
turbed by the thunder of female _vociferation, when I obferved 
ata {mall diftance, 2 woman with a load, not unlike a foldier’s 
knapfacky ftrung over her fhoulders, and a long ftick in her 
hand, which probably anfwered the double purpofe of affifting 
her own, and urging her hufband’s fpeed: the was addrefling 
herfelf with all the ervour of impaffioned eloquence, to a man, 
whom I fuppofed to be her hufband, who was ftanding at a 
{mall diftance, likewife fupporting a load, and holding a bowl 
in his hand, with whieh he had probably been taking his mora- 
ing libation from an adjacent pump; but her eloquence was 
not that which flows warm from the benevolent heart, nor 
were her accents the foft endearing accents of love: fhe demand- 
ed in the moft peremptory manner, his inftant attendance, and 

ied her commands with the bittereft denunciations 
of yen in cafe of refufal or longer delay, whilft he, in a 
tone, lefs expreffive of authority, promifed compliance, 
and inftantly advanced towards the detefted fpot where the 
tyrant flood. A gloomy filence enfued whilft fhe continued to 
him with a countenance expreffive of /entiments not ta 

be uttered— ae 

Alas, thought I, are thefe the enjoyments of the life I 
envy ; are theie the endearments which I wifh to fhare? No; 
# I muft be wretched, let me be diftended on the rack be- 
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neath the fcourge of gloomy fuperftition—let me wear the 
rod of lawlefs defpotifm, but let me never groan beneath the 
iron hand of female tyranny. 


SCRIBLERUS. 


OUR batchelor feems to have indulged “himfelf in a moft 
pleafing reverie. We are forry he was difturbed by the intru- 
fion of fo unpleafant a circumftance. But furely a partial 
evil like this, the effe€t of various caufes (fome of them fuf- 
ficiently obvious) cannot difprove the exiftence “ of conjugal 
felicity ;”? we advife Scriblerus, as he has feen the gloomy 
fide, to contemplate the brighter fcenes which matrimony 
fometimes prefents (we hope fuch are within the circle of his 
own obfervation) and learn from faéts, “‘ that an union of con- 
genial fouls, produces an exuberance (at leaft an abundance) of 
blifs.”” Should fuch an inftance not offer itfelf to his notice, 
the writer of this note can aflure him, that “ conjugal felicity” 
is not an unmeaning expreflion, nor a vifionary idea, but a fub- 
ftantial good, which may be realifed by a prudent bus zealous 
perfeverance, Kc, &c. 





ANECDOTES, SKETCHES, &e. 


THE FEUDAL SYSTEM IN FRANCE. 


GUEN DE KERENGALL, in the National AC 
e fembly, enumerated fevera! abfurd fpecies of feudal 
claims, many of which cannot even be named without offence 
to modeft ears. By the feudal laws of fome cantons, the vaf- 
fals were fubjeét to be yoked to the carriage of their lord, like 
beafts of burthen; in fome the tenants were obliged to pafs 
whole nights in beating the ponds, that his reft might not be 
difturbed by the croaking of ; in others they were com- 
pelled to maintain his hounds: but the moft dreadful imftance of 
feudal barbarifm, was a law (obfolete indeed for ages) which 
authorized the lord, in certain diftricts, on his return from 
hunting, to rip open the bellies of two of his vaffals, that he 
might foment his feet in their warm bowels, by way of re- 
frefhment. 
(From the Hiflory of the French Revolution, publifbed by the 
editors of the Englifo Annual Regifter. ) 
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POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


WHEN the Red Book, or Regifter of Penfions, &c. 
&c. was publifhed in France, among the donations and. be- 
nefaCtions. fome appeared of a moft. fingular .defeription ; 
among others was recorded a prefent of 600,000. (/erling) 
to an individual, for his important Jervices ; and thefe fervices, 
fo important to th= flate, were, that he was maitre d’ hotel 
to his own wife, Madame de Polignac! 


_$Y¥ CORHANCY, she hyn 

Nothing could equal the degraded fituation to which human. 
nature was reduced under the old defpotifm of France. 
The following inftance of courtly and paraiitical fervility, will 
exemplify the fat. The Minifter Machault loft a little fe- 
male greyhound, a great favourite. Bouret, who poffeffed the 
fpirit of intrigue in the fupremeft degree, and fighed to be 
noticed by the mmnifter, confidered this a moft favourable op- 
portunity to ingratiate himfelf with Machault. For this pur- 
pofe, after much labour, he procured a grey-hound critically 
like the.one loft. ‘This he brought home, and next dreffed 
up a Puppet with a black robe, fuch as that worn by the 
comptr general: he never fuffered the grey-hound to eat, 
until it firit careffled and fawned on the wooden comptroller. 
When fufficiently trained, he lead it to the houfe of Machau!t, 
and the moment the greyhound faw the comptroller, fhe ran to 
him, leaped on his neck, and licked his face, which made the 
minifter umagine it was the dog which he had loft. It is unnecef- 
fary to add,that a man capable of paying fuch unremitting atten- 
tion to adog, was well adapted to ingratiate himfelf, by every 
{pecies.of bafe fervility, into the good graces of the minifler. 


—_—_— 


STRANGE COMPARISON. 


CERTAIN writers confidering religion to be as good a 
blind as any other, tell us that Louis XVIII. is a pious 
man, and that his fafferings have contributed to make him fo. 
Where they derived their information we know not, but Louis, 
ii one refpeG, refembles the moft piows man that ever liv 
“ His kingdom is. not of this world.” 
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MR. PITT. 

THE Britifh Houfe of Commons, in 1764, debating 
on the Cyder Bill; Mr. Grenville, in anfwer to the m- 
vective of Mr. Pitt, contended that this tax was unavoid- 
able ; “ Government,’”’ he faid, “ did not know where to 
lay another tax of equal efficiency. The Right Honourable 
gentleman complains of the hardfhip of the tax ; why does he 
not tell us where we can lay another tax inftead of it ?”’—-repeat- 
ing with ftrong emphafis two or three times, “ Tell me where 
you can lay another tax?’ Mr. Pitt, thus unfairly urged, re- 
plied in a mufical tone, and in the words of a favourite and 
popular canzonet, ‘* Gentle fhepherd, tell me where !”? The 
houfe burft into laughter, and Mr. Grenville, after this, retain 
ed the appellation of the “ Gentle Shepherd.” 


M. DE VERTOT. 

W HAT little reliance can we have upon the truth of 
hiftory, when the following anecdote is told of this agreea- 
ble and illuminous hiftorian. 

M. de Vertot was but little ferupulous as to the truth of 
circumftances, when fiction could contribute to the elegance 
of his ftyle. He had been promifed fome memoirs of a fiege 
which he wanted to defcribe. They delayed fending it; and 
when it was brought to him, he replied, “‘ J have xo occafon 
for it. My fiege is complete.” 


MARIVEAUX the FRENCH NOVELIST, 

THOUGH wonderfully alembicated in his manner of 
writing, was not fo in his character. When he was once ac- 
cofted by a very ftout beggar to give him alms, faid, “ My 
good friend, I wonder you beg ; why don’t you work, as you 
appear to be able?” ‘Alas! fir,” replied the beggar, “ if 
you did but know how idle I am.” ‘ Well,” replied Mari- 
veaux, giving him half a crown, ‘ go your way; go your way, 
you are an honett fellow.” 


ABBE DE ST. PIERRE, 
A lady was once talking of fome trifling matter before him 
with great clegance of language ; ‘ Alas,” replied he, * what 
a pity it is that fhe does not write what I think.” 
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CURIOUS EPITAPH. 


. COUNTRY fhop-keeper, of more wealth than wit, 

having buried his wife, to do all poffible honour to her 
memory, refolved to give her a fair gravcftone, with a moft 
excellent epitaph ; but not trufting to an inferior pen, he ex. 
erted his own genius upon the occafion, that it might appear 
in a mafterly manner, and in a ftyle expreffive of her umabat- 
ing love for him, even in the grave, he writ as follows: 


Weep not for me my deareft dear, 
I am not dead but /leepeth here, 
If you aoe you foon will die: 
Stay but a while you'll follow J/. 
An acquaintance of the difconfolate widower, knowing that 
he had married another. wife foon after the death of the for- 
toer, underwrote the following lines : 


I will not cry, my deareft if, 
For I ‘have got another wife; 
Therefore I cannot come to thee, 
For I mutt go to bed to fae. 


ORIGIN OF THE CORONER’s JURY IN 
ENGLAND. 


. GENTLEWOMAN in London, after having buried 
fix hufbands, found a gentleman hardy enough to make 
her a wife once more. For feveral months their happinefs 
was mutual; a circumftance which feemed to pay no great 
compliment to the former partners of her bed, ‘who, as fhe 
faid, had difgufted her by their fottifhnefs and infidelity. In 
- the view of knowing the realcharacter of his amorous mate, 
the gentleman began frequently to abfent himfelf, to return at 
late hours, and, when he did return, to appear as if intoxicat- 
ed. At firft reproaches, but afterwards menaces, were the 
confequences of this condu&. The gentleman perfifted, and 
- feemed every day to become more additted to his bottle. One 
€vening, when fhe imagined him dead drunk, fhe unfewed a 
leaden weight from one of the fleeves of her gown; and hat- 
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ing melted it, fhe approached to her hufband, who pretended 
ftill to be found afleep, in order to pour it into his ear through 
a pipe. Convinced of her wickednefs, the gentleman ftarted 



























ts up.and feized her; when, having procured affiftance, he fe- 
er cured her till the morning, and conducted her before a magi- 
ft ftrate, who.committed her to prifon, The bodies of her fix 
-" hufbands were dug up; and as marks of violence were {till dif- 
ar coverable upon each of them, the proof of her guilt appeared 
te fo {trong upon her trial, that fhe was condemned and executed, 
To this. cireumftance, fays the compiler of the Didionnaire 
a’ Anecdotes, &c. is England indebted for that ufeful regula- 
tion, by which no corpfe can be interred in that kingdom 
without a legal infpection. 
——————== 
at EFFECTS OF THE MISERIES OF HUMAN LIFE: 
T= 
ILLUSTRAFED BY AN AFFECTING STORY. 
MID the miferies to which human life is liable, nothing 
is fo generally dreaded.as poverty, fince it expofes 
mankind to diitreffes that are but little pitied, and to the con- 
tempt of thofe, who have no natural endowments fuperior to | 
our own. Every other difficuity or danger a man is enabled 
to encounter with courage and alacrity, becaufe he knows 
that his fuccefs will meet with applaufe ; for bravery will al- } 
Ways meet with its admirers; but in poverty, ¢very virtue is 
obfcured, and no conduét can entirely fecure a man from re- 
proach. Cheerfulnefs (as an admirable author obferves) is 
od here infenfibility, and dejeCtion, fullennefs; its hardfhips are 
ke without honour, and its labour without reward. Notwith- 
fs ftanding this, there is perhaps no ftation more favourable to 
~at the growth of virtue, where the feeds of it are, previoufly 
he planted in the mind, The poor man is, from his fituation, 
In cut off from a thoufand temptations to vice; and that levity 
te, and diffipation of thought, which are the common attendants 
* of eafe and affluence, are obliged to give way to the fteady ex- 
"a ercife of reafon and cool refleétion, which are as clofely cons 
he nected with wifdom, as vice is with folly.. But when poverty 7 
nd is felt in its utmoft extreme, it then becomes exceflively dangers 
ne eus; and fome deviations from rectitude are perhaps unpoflible 
b to be avoided. ‘The man who can fupport with courage ** the 


proud maa’s contumely,” may fhrink at the profpet of a 
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prifon ; and he who can cheerfully feed on the coarfeft viands, 
will generally be unable to refift the importunate  folicitations 
of hunger, to deviate from the ftriat road of equity, where it 
deads through abarren wafte, and where there are fruits at a 
‘diftance to tempt his approach. Where ‘this is the cafe, it 
would be cruel’ to punifh the unhappy wretch, whois unable 
to withitand the power of fuch temptations : temptations that 
may be doubled by the multiplied diftrefs of feemg a family 
ready to perifh. The learned and pious Boerhaave obferves, 
thet he never faw a criminal carried to execution, without 
aiking his own heart, “* who knows whether this man is not 
defs guilty than 1?’ “Were‘all mankind to’ afk themfelves the 
fame queition, juftice would frequently be executed with lefs 
' rigour, and perhaps fometimes the malefaCtor would be reftor- 
ed to virtue, by the hand of mercy ftretched out to his relief, 
inftead of being rigidly punifhed for a crime, which perhaps 
few would have been able, in the fame circumftance, to with- 
ftand. * In the year 1662 (when Paris was affliéted with a 
long and fevere famme)-M. de Sallo, returning from a fummer’s 
evening walk, with only a little foot-boy, was accofted by a 
man, who prefented his piftol, and in a manner far from the 
refolutenefs of a hardened robber, afked him for his money. 
M. de Sallo obferving that he came to the wrong man, and that 
he could get little from him, added “ I have only three louis 
d’ors about me, which are not worth a fcuffle, fo much good may 
they do you; but let me tell you, you are in a bad way.” 
The man took them, without afking for more, and walked 
off with an air of dejection and terror. The fellow was no 
fooner gone, than M. de Sallo ordered the boy to follow him, 
to fee where he went, and to give him an account of every 
thing. The lad obeyed; followed him through feveral obfcure 
ftreets, and.at length faw him enter.a baker’s fhop, where 
he ebferved him change one of the louis, and buy a 

brown loaf. With this purchafe he went a few doors farther, 
and entering an alley, afcended a pair of ftairs. The boy 
crept up after him to the fourth ftory, where he faw him go 
into a room, that had no other light but that it received from 
the moon, and peeping through a crevice, he perceived him 
throw it on the floor, and burlt into tears, faying, “ There, 
eat your fill, there’s the deareft loaf I ever bought: I have 
robbed a gentleman of three Louis; let us hufband them well, 
and let me have no more teazings, for fooner or later’ thefe 
doings muft bring me to the gallows, and - all to fatisfy your 
clamours.”’ His lamentations were anfwered by thofe of the 
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whole family ; and his wife having at length calmed the agony 
of his mind, took. up the loaf, and cutting it, gave four pieces 
to four poor ftarving children. The boy having thus hap- 
pily performed his commiffion, returned home, and gave his 
mafter an account of every thing he had feen and heard. 
M., de Sallo, who was much moved, ordered the boy to call 


dim at five in the morning. This humane gentleman arofe at 


the time appointed, and taking the boy with him, to thew 
him the way, inquired in the neighbourhood the charaéter of 
a man who lived in fucha garret, with a wife and four child- 
ren; when he was told that he was a very induftrious good 
kind of a man; that he was a fhoemaker, and a neat work- 
man, but was overburdened with a family, and had a hard 
itruggle to liye in fuch bad times. Satisfied with this ac- 
count, M. de Sallo afcended the fhoemaker’s garret, and 
knocking at the door, it was opened by the poor man himfelf, 
who knowing him at firft fight to be the perfon he had robbed 
the evening before, fell at his feet and implored his mercy, 
pleading the extreme diftrefs of his family, and begging he 
wouldturgive bis crime. M. de Sallo defired him to make no 
noife, for he had not the leaft intention to hurt him. ‘“ You 
have a good charaéter among your neighbours,”’ faid he, “ but 
muft expe¢t that your life will foon be cut fhort, if you are 
now fo wicked as to continue the freedoms you took with me. 
Hold your hand, there are thirty louis to buy leather, hufband 
it well, and fet your children a commendable example. To 
put you out of farther temptations to commit fuch ruinous 
and fatal.actions, I willencourage your induftry ; I hear you 
are a neat workman, you fhall take meafure of me, and of 
this boy, for two pair of thoes each, and. he fhall call upon 
you for them.” The whole family appeared ftruck with joy, 
amazement, and gratitude ; and M. de Sallo departed greatly 
moved, and with a mind filled with fatisfaétion at having faved 
aman, and perhaps, a family, from the commiffion of guilt, 
from an ignominious death ; and perhaps, from eternal perdi- 
tion. May we not fay of M. de Sallo with Rowe : 


How few like thee, inquire the wretched out, 
And court the offices of foft humanity ? 


Never was a day much better begun: the confcioufnefs of 
having performed fuch an aGtion, when it recurs to the mind 
of a reafonable being, muft be attended with pleafure, and 
that felf complacency and fecret approbation, which is more 
defirable than gold and all the pleafures of the earth. 

Vou. I. No. V. R 
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PATHETIC LETTER, 


FROM A DESERTED WIFE TO A. FAITHLESS HUSBAND. 


“ My dear Hufband, 


‘T WHO had expeéed your return from America with 

painful anxiety, who had counted the flow hours which 
parted you from me—think how I was fhocked at learning 
you would return no more, and that you had fettled with a 
miitrefs in a diftant ftate. It was for your fake that I lamented. 
You went againit my earneft entreaties ; but it. was with a 
defire which I thought fincere, to provide a genteel maintenance 
for our little ones, whom you: faid you could not bear to fee 
brought up in the evils of poverty. I might now lament the 
difappointment in not fharing the riches which I hear you 
have amafled; but I fcorn it. What are riches compared to 
the delight of fincere affeCtion?. I-deplore the lofs of your 
love. 1 deplore the frailty which has involved you im error, 
and will, I am fure, as fuch miftaken condu&t mutt, terminate 
in mifery. | 

**- But I mean not to remonftrate. It is alas! too late, I 
ealy write to acquaint you with the health, and fome other 
circumftances of myfelf and thofe little ones, whom you once 
loved. 

** The houfe you left me in, could not be fupported with- 
out an expenfe, which the little fum you left behind, could not 
well fupply. I have relinquifhed it, and have retired to a neat 
little cottage, thirty miles from town. We make no preten- 
fions to elegance, -but we live m great neatnefs, and, by ftnict 
economy, fupply: our moderate wants, with as much comfort 
as our defolate fituation will allow. Your prefence, my love, 
would make the little cottage a 

“ Poor Emily, who-has grown a fine girl, has been work- 
ing a pair of ruffles for you; and as fhe ee by my fide, often 
repeats with a figh, “ when will my dear papa return?’ The 
others are conftantly afking me the fame queition ; and little 
Henry, as foon as he began to talk, ated to lifp, in the firit 
fyllables he uttered, “ when will papa come home?’ Sweet 
fellow ! ron eae fiool by my fide, and, as he 
fees me me why I weep, for papa will come 
eenise Sor He.and his two brothers are oe uently riding on 
your walking-cane, and take eens delight in it becaufe 


it is papa’s. 
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«* T do affure you, I never open my lips to them on the 
caufe of your abfence. But I cannot prevail upon myfelf to 
bid them ceafe to afk when you will return, though the quef- 
tion frequently extorts a tear, (which I hide in a fmile) and 
wrings my foul, while I fuffer in filence. 

«« T have taught them to mention you in their morning and 
evening prayers with the greateft ardour of affection : and, 
they always add of themfelves, a petition for your’ fpeedy ‘re- 
turn. 

«I fpend my time in giving them the little inftruétion I 
am able. I cannot afford to place them at any eminent fchool, 
aud do not choofe they fhould acquire meannefs and vulgarity 
at a low one. As to Englith—they read alternately, three 
hours every morning, the moft celebrated poets and profe 
writers: and they can write, though not an elegant, yet a 
very plain and legible hand. | 

“ Do not, my dear, imagine, that the employment is irk- 
fome. It affords me a fweet confolation in your abfence. 
Indeed, if it were not for the little ones, I am afraid I fhou!d 
not fupport it. i 

‘* TI think it will be a fatisfaétion to you to hear, that by re- 
trenching our wants and expenfes, we are enabled to pay for 
every thing we buy, and though poor, we are not unhappy 
from the want of any neceffary. 

** Pardon my interrupting you. I meanto give you fatis- 
faction. Though I am deeply injured by your error, I am 
refentful. I wifh you all the hagpinets you are capable 
ot, 

: And am, 
Your once loved, and ftill 
A ffetionate 


x + * & 


Exirad from an Englifo Periodical Work. 


ON THE ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Be Scnes friend to humanity mutt rejoice in the profpeét, 
} however diftant, of the emancipation of our Negro 
brethren from that odious and degrading flavery to which the 
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pride of power, and the rapacity of avarice has fo long doom- 
ed them. Every mind capable of feeling for the rights of 
man, and the credit of the Britifh nation, muit regret that a 
fet of Englth fenators, almoft at the clofe of the eighteenth 
century, fhould be induced to violate the pledge which they 
had folemnly given for the abolition of this infernal traffic, 
and determine not to refcue their countrymen from the dif- 
grace and guilt of a longer participation in it. Much, how- 
ever, as this is to be regretted with refpeét to Engiand, in 
America, that reyion /o peculiarly faered to freedom, the ex- 
iftence of the Sleve-Trade, is a folecifm which mocks all our 
hopes of human juftice and confiftency. We have lately ften 
‘« ‘Minutes of the proceedings of the third convention of De- 
legates from the Abolition Societies eftablifhed in different 
parts of the United States, aflembled at Philadelphia during 
the Firft Week of the prefent year.” * From thefe minutes, 
we have no doubt an extract or two will be acceptable to moft 
vf our readers, as it will afford them the beft view of the 
prefent: ftate of this interefting bufinefs, and fatisfy their minds 
that it is by no means abandoned. A caufe fo good, though 
clouds and darknefs for a feafon arreft and obfcure its progrefs, 
mhuit ultimately be crowned with fuccefs. . 

January 7, 1796, the committee who had been appointed 
for that purpofe, prefented their circular addrefs to thefeveral 
Aboliticn focieties. Frem this addrefs the following extracts 
ame made. 

“ The Delegates from the feveral Abolition {ocieties, in 
the United States, inform you, that agreeably to the recom- 
mendation of the Convention of laft year, they met in this 
city on the firft inftant, and have, with much harmony and fa- 
tisfaction, gone through the bufinefs which came before them. 
They havé the pleafure to affure you, that every fucceffive 
meeting evinces the importance of that union and concert which 
are fo happily eftablifhed among the feveral focieties, in purfu- 
ing the great object of their affociation. 

© But, although the exertions of this delegated body have 
been hitherto attended, as we hope, with confiderable fuccefs 
—Although we are perfuaded that no {mall progrefs may be 
marked in the great bufinefs of emancipation, yet much re- 
mairis to be done; as long as fewen hundred thoufand of our’ 
fellow creatures, in the Unitep States, continue in a ftate 





© January 1796. 
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of bondage, there appears a prefling neceffity for the conti- 
nuance of our efforts ;. that we fhould keep our attention fixed 
upon the fubjet, and ftand ready to improve every favourable 
opportunity that may occur, to forward the interefting caufe 
in which we are engaged, We are therefore induced to con- 
tinue the recommendation heretofore made, that a fimilar meet- 
iag. be annually held ; and as convening at the prefent feafon 
is attended, with inconveniencies, we propofe that the next 
Convention fhould affemble i in this city on the firft Wednefday 
of May, in the year 1797.” 

“© When we contemplate the odious nature and the immenfe 
magnitude of the evil which you have aflociated to oppofe, 
and the ineftimable importance of the objects which you are 
feeking to obtain, we cannot forbear to urge unremitted exer- 
tions in purfuing the great endsbefore you. We are perfuad- 
ed you will not negle¢t any juft means in your power which 
may tend to advance, either directly or indirecily, the caufe of 
equal liberty ; and it gives us pleafure alfo to exprefs our per- 
fuafion, that, in this purfuit, much is ftill in your power. 
Although you cannot controul legiflatures ; and though, when 
you plead the caufe of humanity, they will not, at all times, 
liften to you ; yet there are other means to be ufed, perhaps, 
more effectual. You can do much, by directing your efforts 
to the conviction of individuals—by diffufing proper publica- 
tions amongft them, and by prefenting the evils of flavery in 
various forms to their minds. 

** Nor can we fuppofe it would be an effort altogether inef- 
fe€tual in favour of liberty, were its friends throughout the 
United States, in all cafes where it is practicable, to difplay a 
marked preference of fuch commodities as are of the culture 
or manufacture of freemen, to thofe which are cultivated or 
manufactured by flaves. In this way every individual may dif- 
countenance oppreffion, and bear teftimony againit a practice 
which is ftill fuffered to remain the difgrace of our land. 

' “We have thought proper to addrefs the free Africans, and 
other free people of colour in the United States, on various 
fubjects, which we believe nearly to concern their intereft and 
happinefs. We have direGted copies of this addrefs to be 
tranfmitted to you, and requeft you to diftribute the fame, in 
your ftate, in fuch manner as you may judge beit calculated to 
promote its defign. 

“ We cannot conclude without calling your attention, in 
a particular manner, to the necefhity of appointing fuch of your 
members to reprefent you in the Convention, as will be punc- 

RK 2 
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tually attentive to the duties of their appointment. We are 
forry'to obferve, that there is fome ground of complaint on 
this fubject ; but we truit that, in future, fuch ‘a full repre- 
fentation will appear, as will give imcreafing encouragement, 
energy and fuccefs to our united endeavours, in the great caufe 
of human happinefs.”’ 

The delegates from the Pennfylvania Society, communicat- 
ed the following extract of a letter to that fociety, from Sa- 
muel Hoare, junior, treafurer to the committee of the Lon- 
don Society, inftituted for the purpofe of effecting the aboli- 
tion of the flave trade : 

“« Since the commencement of our correfpondence, we have 
never addrefled you under circumitances of greater difcourage- 
ment, as to the attainment of the objec of our inititution, than 
at prefent.—The arts and fophiftry of interefted men, have even 
proved fufficient to induce the Houfe of Commons to defert 
« duty, the incum of which, after a long invettigation, 
it had folemnly acknow And we have to lament the 
failure of thofe exertions, which, aiming at a temporary aboli- 
tion of the flave trade, were calculated to avert the calamities 
we had anticipated as the inevitable confequences of its con- 
tinuance. 

« At our laft meeting, your letter of the third of March, 
was laid before us, and afforded a fatisfaétion which fuch 
proofs of your benevolent perfeverance have never failed to im- 
part. We beg you will be affured of the intereft we conti- 
nue to Sit in he deiiedael deus endeavours, and of the plea- 
fure with which we confider their increafing impreffion on the 
minds of your fellow citizens. The eftabli t of fimilar fo- 
cieties in other and remote parts, and of a convention intended 
to concentrate your influence, we regard as happy p 
ee eee when the virtue vigour of 

ror Ts ee will be manifefted in the total extinétion of 
as well as political flavery, in the United States. 

. ME Waid ed oer kn us of the minutes of 
the laft_convention ; and we defire through you, to prefent 
our thanks for this acceptable mark of its attention, with a co- 
py of our late report.” 

Which, with the printed report of the committee therein 
referred to, was now read. 

Wh 


ereupon, 
Refolved, That this Convention, whilft they regret the 
want of fuccefis which has attended the efforts of the friends 
@i the abolition of favery m Great Britain, receive with fatie- 
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faétion the congratulations of the: London: committee, on the 
‘made towards: the extinction of flavery in the United 
States; and. that the: prefident. tranfmit a copy of the pro- 
ceedings: of the-Cenvention, to the committee of the London 
Society, with a letter expreflive of the feclings of the Conven- 
tion on this occafion. 
_ Publifbed by order of the Gonvention, 
THOMA? P, COPE, Szcretary. 
Philadelphia, January 7, 1796. 


OF THE SENSES. 


(From the Siudies of Nature.) 


OF THE SENSE OF TASTING. 


HERE is no one phyfical fenfation but what awakens’ 
in man fome fentiment of the Deity. 

To begin with the groffeft of all our fenfes, that which re- 
lates to eating and drinking ; all nations in the favage ftate, 
have entertained the belief that the Divinity had need to fup- 
port his life by the fame means that men do: hence, in all 
religions, the origin of facrifice. Hence, alfo, has farther 
proceeded, in many nations, the cuftom of placing viands onthe 
tombs of the dead. The wives of the South American favages’ 
extend this mark of folicitude even to infants who die on the 
breaft. After having beftowed upon them the rights of fe- 
pulture, they come once a day, for feveral weeks, and prefs 
from the nipple a few drops of milk upon the grave of the de- 
parted fuckling.* This is pofitively affirmed by the Jefuit 
Charlevoix, who was frequently an eye-witnefs of the fact. 
Thus the fentiment of Deity, and that of the immortali- 
ty of the foul, are interwoven with our affections the mott 
completely animal, and efpecially with maternal tendernefs, 

But man has not fatisfied himfelf with admitting intelleQu- 
al beings to a fhare of his repaft, and, in fome meafure, with 





* See Father Chirievorx, his Travels through America. 
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nr eat his table ;_he has found the means of elevating 

: to their rank, by the phyfical effeéts'of thofe very ali- 
ments. It is fingularly remarkable, that feveral favage nati- 

ons..have been difcovered, who fcarcely pi induftry 
fufficient to procure food for themfelves; .but. not one who 

had not invented the means of getting drunk.».Man is the’ 
only animal who is fenfible to that pleafure. Other animals 

are content to remain in their fphere. Man is making perpe- 

tual efforts ote of his. ~ Intoxication elevates the mind. 

All religious feftivals among favages, and even among polifhed 

nations, end in feafting, in which ‘men drink till reafon is 

gone: they begin, it is true, with fafting, but intoxication 

clofes the fcene. Man renounces human reafon, that he may 

excite in himfelf emotions that are divine. The effect of in- 
toxication is to convey the foul into the bofom of fome deity. 

You always hear topers celebrating, in their fongs, Bacchus, 

Mars, Venus, or the God of Love. It is farther very re- 
markable, that men do not abandon themfelves to blafphemy 
till they arrive at a ftate of intoxication; for it is an inftin& 

as ufual to the foul, to cleave to the Deity, when it is in its 
natural ftate, as to abjure Him when it is corrupted by vice. 


(To be continued.) 


LETTERS ON LIBERTY AND SLAVERY: 


aN ANSWER TO A PAMPHLET, ENTITLED, “ NEGRO-SLAVERY 
DEFENDED BY THE WORD OF GOD.” 


BY PHILANTHROPOS. 





“ Strange is it that our bloods—— 
“ Whefe colour, weight-and beat pour’d out together, 
‘¢ Would quite confound diftinGtion ; yet ftand off 
“* In ditlerences fo mighty.” 
SHAKESPEARE. 


“ Every man has 4 right to his liberty, and whoever endeavours 
“ to ravith it from him, deferves death, more than the robber who 
® attacks us fer our money on the highway.” 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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** Indeed I tremble for my ceantry, when I reflect that God is 
‘¢ jut,” that. his juftice. cannot fleep forever, that confidering, 
‘* numbers, natural means only,.a revolution of the wheel of for- 
‘* tune, an exchange of fituation is among poflible events, and that 
‘it may become probable by fnpernatural interferences! The 
: Almighty has no attribute which can take fide with us (the whites) 
‘* in fuch a conteft.” 

Jef PERSON. 





70 THE READER. 


ALL that is required of thee, is impartiality. No man can 
boait of a greater attachment to America than the writer , 
of the following Letters. God has given him a foul to dif. 
dain tyranny from the womb, and its faculties have been 
exerted againft defpotifm ever fince they were capable of 
action. His heart bleeds to fee the remnant of flavery, in 
a country which the Creator has confecrated to liberty. He 
dreads an infurrection of the Negroes in the fouthern itates 
as much as any man;* but he is confident a dreadful, 
revolution muft foon take place, unlefs the flaves are in- 

 ftruéted and gradually emancipated. . It is now in the power 
of America to ward off the blow, and efcape the dreadful 
cataftrophe: and if this publication-fhould incline the hearts 
of any to alleviate the miferies of their fellow-men, the 
‘author has obtained his end. 


*¢ Hail bounteous love! be bounteous ftill, 

** To give us only Good, and if the night 

“¢ Have gather’d ought of evil, or conceal’d, 

“* Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. »” 
MILTonr. 


LETTER IL 


To Mr. Fohn Lawrence, South Quay, Virginia. 
SIR,: 
SHOULD not trouble you with the following lines, was 
it not for the bad effect your pamphlet, in vindication of 
n flavery has had, on the minds of ignorant, weak and 
felf-interefted men. Some indeed are re willing to fuppofe it un- 





—® See Jefferfon’s Notes- 
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anfwerable, but I told the eman who fayoured me with 
your produétion, that I thought I could aafwer all the Ie 
ified 


ments you advanced. He pledged me to doit. I pro 
I perform ; for, , 


* What I can do, can do no hurt to try, 
Since you fet up your teft ‘gainft remedy : 
He that of greateit works is finifher, 
Oft does them by the weakeit minifter. 
Oft expectation fails, and moft oft there—— 
Where moft it promifes ; and oft it hits 
Where hope is coldeft, and defpair moft_fits.”’ 


: 7 the prefent conteft between freedom and {flavery 
e fuch. f 


am young and you are old—wherefore I faid, 
fhould fpeak, and multitude of years fhould teach wif- 
dom ; but great men are not always wife; neither do all the 
aged underftand judgment ; therefore, I faid, hearken to me, I 


ate ete emntngrens eosaeinian ewe 

You begin by faying, “ that the Bible is the only rule of 
faith and practice.’ Granted, for. Chriftians ; .and it is pro- 
bable the deifls after a few years experience, will judge the 
New-Teitament to conta the beft rules of action. 

Your affertion, “that whatever has been as. yet faid in fa- 
vour of the emancipation of flaves, has been drawn from rea- 
fon, and the conduct of fome of the United States,” is a pal- 
pable error. Slavery has been preached againft, both by Hea- 
thens and Chriftians, before the United States were known. 
Homer faid, 2600 years ago, 


of i? wit 
wdially, in “ withing rigid difput- 
read their Bibles more ;” for its doétrines 
love of freedom, and a perfect hatred 


citizens of America to read the coniti- 
I muft wifh you a good night ; for if 
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it fhould ever be the cafe, grofs darknefs will cover the land, 
and ftrange infatuation poffefs the people. 

Thirft_ after knowledge, sien and political, fhould be 
the firft trait in the character of republicans. The very ef- 
fence of their government, modes of exiftence, and energy 
of aétion, depends on the knowledge and virtue of the citi- 
zens. The citizens of America fhould, therefore, read the 
conftitutions of the different ftates with attention ; compare 
them together, and be emulous which ftate fhall form the beft 
conititution, and enact the beit laws, in order to render the 
greateft poffible happinefs to all their fellow creatures. The 
maxim of their legiflatures fhould be, “ Nothing is done whilit 
any thing remains to be done.” 

But I mutt endeavour to fet you right with regard to that 








with 


fed. 































TY book called the Bible, which you take for granted fupports 
Ms negro-flavery, and that your treatife makes it manifeft! Do 
el you imagine, fir, that the Bibs is like Pope’s Temple of Fame? 
e, I ‘¢ Where various news he heard, of love and ftrife ; 
Of peace and war ; health, ficknefs, death and life ; 
of Of old mifmanagements, taxations new : 
_ All neither cwholly falfe, nor wholly true. 
the Around a thoufand winged wonders fly, 
Born by the trumpet’s blaft, and fcattered thro’ the fky. 
fa- There at one paflage oft you might furvey, 
fea~ A lie and truth contending for the way ; . 
pal And long twas doubtful, both fo clofely pent, ; 
(ea Which firft thould iffue through the narrow vent : 
wn. At laft agreed, together out they fly, 
Infeparable now the truth and lie: 
The ftri€&t companions are for ever join’d, 
And this or that unmix’d no mortal now can find. 
Excufe this digreffion ; it defcribes but too truly the fate of 
by the Bible ; it is made to fay any thing or nothing, juft as it 
ays fuits the party concerned. But, fir, let us attend to the eternal 
on- rule of reétitude, contained therein, and endeavour to feparate 
nus the precious from the vile. 
Having thus introduced the fubject, I bid you adieu for the 
ut- prefent : till I hear of your reformation, 
. I fhall continue ; 
d Your opponent, 
h PHILANTHROPOS. 
Charlfon, $. Carolina. 





(To be continued. ) 
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~ MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 


a 


No. V. 


ro receiving a box of oranges, obferves that when 
hey were told by 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, nothing remained ; 
but wine mt by 7, there remained 5. Query, How many 
did the box contain ? 
Baltimore, Feb. 1. M. D. 


ee 


No. VI. 


es and C compofe a joint ftock of 38221. A’s money 
n trade three months, B’s five months, and C’s. feven 
sila their gain arrounts to 2341. of which gain half of A’s 
was equal to one third of B's, and one third of B’s equal 
ne foursh of C’s. SER ESEES Sep 6, Sack en gee. 
D. 


No. VII. 


GIVEN the bafe of a triangle 80°, the vertical anglé 80°, 
and a perpendicular falling from the vertex on the bafe 30°. 
Required, the fides and angles. E. L. 


No. VITl. 


SUPPOSE a conical glafs, whofe altitude is 6 inches, and 
diameter 4 inches, is filled with water to the height of 4 inch- 
es, in which is put a heavy {phere, whofe diameter is two inch- 
es; to what height will the water be raifed ? 

HORATIO. 








when 
ined ; 
many 


noney 
feven 
f A’s 
equal 


80°, 
30°. 
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No. IX. 

GIVEN, the lengths. of three lines, 20, 30 and 40 refpect- 
ively, drawn from a point within an equilateral triangle, to the 
three angles thereof, required the fide of that triangle. 

LYSANDER. 





No. X. 
REQUIRED, a geometrical rule for dividing a circle in- 
to three equal parts by two parallel right lines. 
Ey kL. 


SOLUTIONS. 





Of No. I. 
100 3 40,000 :; I : 400, 
THE logarithm of 400 + logarithm of 1.06=102.8242, 
the number of years required. W. B.F. A. P. 





Of No. II. 


Let HE and BD B 
be drawn parallel to 
AG, then CD will be 
equal to the difference 
of the length of the 
columns, then . 


4 
FC?—FE* =CE 
CG—CE=EG=AH 
AB—AH=BH 




















A 
BF2—BH? =HF 
HF+FE=BD 

i. 





BD?4CD2 =BC the diftance of the tops of tk 
columns = 157 feet. Horatio. 
Anfwered likewife by F. H. and T. 


Vou. I. No. V. S 





SME LOAA Mie WA ~ . 
pee ee = 


apeaeyst ae. arr aes r ‘se aa Wii at TER, 
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Of Ne. III. 


Two inches in one minute, give in 60 minutes 120 inches, 
then by a known rule as 1 : 23148309 :: 120 : 38.197080 the 
diameter of the dial, which divided by 2 produces 19.098540 
the femi-diameter, or length of the index. 


Tycuo. 
Anfwered likewife by F. H.—M. D. and Horatio. 


Given wt diy TTS & to find « and y. 
—xy=b=2914 

By tranfpofing the firft equation and dividing by x, we have 

= _ —x which value of y fubitituted in the fecond equation 


produces 3ax*—2x4—a*=bx* whence by tranfpofing and di- 


viding x*.34—* ,*— — ©. from which, by completing the 
2 


2 
fquare and extrafting the root x becomes = 15 years, and y 
=z 62 inches, = 5 feet 2 inches. W. B. F. A. P. 


Anfwered likewife by T. and F. H. 


ERRATUM. 
In the firft queftion, page 62, inftead of 666 and one third 
ef a dollar, read 666 and two thirds of a dollar. F. H. 


ADDENDU M. in 

In the defcription of the telegraph, page 114, line 2, after 

the word machine, read, Letter E points out the extremity of a 

telefcope, at which a perfon conflantly attends, to obferve the motions 
of the correfponding telegraph. 
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RENTS SDN RT mares, 


POETICAL EFFUSIONS. 





nches, | 
30 the i ———— 
98540 fF 
THE LASS OF FAIR WONE. 
HO. sd 
; From the German of Burger. 
ESIDE the parfon’s bower of yew 


Why Prov a troubled fpright, 
j That peaks and pines, and dimly fhines 
; Thro’ curtains of the night! 


Why fteals along the pond of toads 
A gliding fire fo blue, 


have § That lights a fpot where grows no grafs, 
# Where falls no rain nor dew? 


or i The parfon’s daughter once was good, 
nddi- ff And gentle as the dove, 
' And young and fair,———and many came 
igthe § To win the damfel’s love. 
q High o’er the hamlet, from the hill, 
? 5 fT Beyond the winding ftream, 
. The windows of a ftately houfe 
In fheen of evening gleam, 
There dwelt, in riot, rout, and roar, 
A lord fo frank and free ; 
That oft, with inward joy of heart, 
The maid beheld his glee. 
third Whether he met the dawning day, 
rH In hunting trim fo fine, 
Or tapers, fparkling from his hall, 
Befhone the midnight wine. 
after He fent the maid his picture, girt 
y of a With diamond, pearl, and gold ; 
lotions And filken paper, fweet with mutk, 


This gentle meffage told : 


“ Let go thy fweethearts, one and all ; 
Shalt thou be bafely woo’d, 

That worthy art to gain the heart 
Of youths of noble blood ? 
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The tale I would to thee bewray, 
In fecret muft be faid : 

At midnight hour I'l feek thy bower ; 
Fair lafs, be not afraid. 


And when the amorous nightingale 
Sings fweetly to his mate, 
I'll pipe my quail-call from the field; 
Be kind, nor make me wait.’ 
In cap and mantle clad he came, 
At night, with lonely tread ; 
Unfeen, and filent as a miit, 
And huth’d the dogs with bread. 


And when the amorous nightingale 
Sung {weetly to his mate, 

She heard his quail-call in the field, 
And, ah! ne er made him wait. 


The words he whifper’d were fo foft, 
They won her ear and heart : 

How fgon will fhe, who loves, believe ! 
How deep a lover's art ! 


No lure, no foothing guife, he fpar'd, * 
To bahifh virtuous fhame ; hice 

He call’d on holy God above, 
As witnefs to his flame. 


He clafp‘d her to his breaft, and fwore 
To bé for ever true; 

“ O yield thee to my wifhful arms, 
Thy choice thou fhalt not rue.” 


And while the ftrove, he drew her on, 
And led her to the bower 

So till, fo dim—and round about 
Sweet {melt the beans in flower. 


There beat her heart, and heav'd her breaft, 
And pleaded every fenfe ; 

And there the glowing breath of luft 
Did blaft her innocence. 


But when the fragrant beans began 
Their fallow blooms to fhed, 

Her fparkling eyes their luftre loft ; 
Her cheek, its rofes fled : 
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And when fhe faw the pods increafe, 
The ruddier cherries ftain, 

She felt her filken robe grow tight, 
Her waift new weight fuitain. 


And when the mowers went afield, 
The yellow corn to ted, 

She felt her burden ftir within, 
And fhook with tender dread. 


And when the winds of autumn hiit 
Along the ftubble field; 

Then could the damfel’s piteous plight 
No longer be conceal’d. 


Her fire, a harfh and an man, 
With furious voice revil'd: 

“ Hence from my fight! I ll none of thee— 
I harbour not thy child.” 


And faft, amid her fluttering hair, 
With clenched fift he gripes, 

And feiz.'d a leathern thong, and lafh'd 
Her fide with founding firipes. 


Her lily fkin, fo foft and white, 
He ribb'd with bloody wales ; 

And thruft her out, tho’ black the night, 
Tho’ fleet and ftorm affails. 


Up the harfh rock, on flinty paths, 
The maiden had to roam ; 

On tottering feet fhe grop’d her way, 
And fought her lover’s home. 


«¢ A mother thou haft made of me, 
Before thou mad’ift a wife : 


For this, upon my tender breaft, 
Thefe livid ftripes are rife : 


Behold””—And then, with bitter fobs, 
She fank upon the floor— 
“¢ Make good the evil thou haft wrought ; 


My injur’d name reftore.” 


* Poor foul; I’ll have thee hous’d and nurs’d ; 
Thy terrors I lament. 

Stay here; we'll have fome further talk— 
The old one fhall repent” 
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‘*T have no time to reft and wait; 
That faves not my good name: 
If thou with honeft foul haft fwors, 

O leave me not to fhame ; 


But at the holy altar be 
Our union fan@ified ; 

Before the people and the prieft 
Receive me for thy bride.”” 


*“ Unequal matches muft not blot 
The honours of my line: 

Axt thou of wealth or rank for me, 
To harbour thee as mine? 


What’s fit and fair I'll do for thee; 
Shalt yet retain my love— 

Shalt wed my huntfman—and we Il ther 
Our former tranfports prove.” 


“« Thy wicked foul, hard-hearted man, 
May pangs in hell await ! 

Sure, if not fuited for thy bride, 
I was not for thy mate. 


Go, feek a fpoufe of nobler blood, 
Nor God s juft judgments dread—- 

So fhall, ere tm iome bafe-born wretch 
Defile thy marriage-bed. 

Then, traitor, feel how wretched they 
In hopelefs fhame immerft; 

Then fmite thy forehead on the wall, 
While horrid curfes burft. 


Roll thy dry eyes in wild defpair— 
Unfooth'd thy grinning woe : 

Thro’ thy pale sauaien fire the ball, 
And ok to fiends below.” 

Colle&ted then, fhe ftarted up, 
And, thro’ the hifling fleet, 

Thro’ thorn and briar, thro’ flood and mire, 
She fled with bleeding feet. 


“ Where now,” fhe cry’d, “ my gracious God ! 
What refuge have I left ?”’ 

And reach'd the garden of her home, 
Of hope in man bereft. 
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On hand and foot fhe feebly crawl d 
Beneath the bower unblett ; 

Where withering leaves and gathering fnow, 
Prepar d her only reft. 


There rending pains and darting throes 
Affail d her fhuddering frame ; 

And from her womb a lovely boy. 
With wail and weeping came. 


Forth from her hair a filver pin 
With hafty hand fhe drew, 

And preft againft its tender heart, 
And the fweet babe fhe flew. 


Erft when the a& of blood was done, 
Her foul its guilt abhorr'd : 

““ My Jefus! what has been my deed? 
Have mercy on me, Lord!”’ 


With bloody nails, befide the pond, 
Its fhallow grave fhe tore : 

“* There reft in God; there fhame and want 
Thou can’ft not fuffer more : 


Me vengeance waits. My poor, poor child, 
Thy wound fhall bleed afreth, 

When ravens from the gallows tear 
Thy mother’s mould’ring flefh.” 


Hard by the bower her gibbet ftands : 
Her fkull is ftill to thow ; 

It feems to eye the barren grave, 
Three fpans in length below. 


That is the fpot where grows no grafs ; 
Where falls no rain nor dew ; 

Whence fteals along the pond of toads 
A hovering fire fo blue. 


And nightly when the ravens come, 
Her ghoft is feen to glide : 

Purfues and tries to quench the flame, 
And pines the pool betide. 





2 7 


' 

F: 

i 

Ba 

i 

i 

is 

tS 
i 

. 

AR 
; 

| 
{ 
2 
.2 


ee ee ae 


iY Be oe tn ee ee ae 








da, 5 


216 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE. 
To J. M. 


ON HIS SUBLIME ODE TO WASHINGTON. 


AIL facred bard! my mafe in vain eflays 
To wake the fpirit of thy living lays ; 
Aufpicious bard! the poet’s pen alone 
Can fpeak thy praife, or make thy beauties known 
Thine, favoured bard! for whom the tuneful nine, 
With laurel leaves, the ivy wreath entwine. 


O happy mufe ! who reach’d Parnaffus’ height, 
Without the aid of learning or of wit, 
Who {corning all that pedagogues may teach 
Of laboured, dull, propriety of fpeech, 
Firft taught the art, an art attained by few, 
To rhyme a tribute which to merit’s due. 


Let tuneful Greece confefs her glory loft, 
Let Rome no more her honor’d Mantuan boatt, 
Let haughty Albion yield the palm of praife, 
Columbia’s poet claims the faireft bays. 

Ye rabid wolves that round the forefts roar, 
Your howlings ceafe and own fuperior pow’r. 
Silence ye owls, nor longer ftrive, in vain, 
To reach perfection you can ne’er attain. 
Raife, Prince of Poets! thy difcordant voice, 
Whilft ftartled nature hears th’ unufual noife— 
The fhores ftart back, the billows filence keep, 
And feek for fafety in the diftant deep. 
SCRIBLERUS. 


—_—— 
LIN‘ES, 


FROM “ THE PROGRESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY. ——A DIDACTIC 
POEM. 


AIL happy States that frefh in vigour nife, 
From Europe’s wrecks beneath Atlantic fkies ; 

Long may ye feel the bleffings ye beftow, 
Nor eer your parent's fickly fymptoms know : 
But when that parent, crufh’d beneath the weight 
Of debts and taxes, yields herfelf to fate, 
May you her haplefs fugitives receive, 
Comfort their forrows, and their wants relieve. 
For come it will—the inevitable day, 
When Britain muft corruption’s forfeit pay, t 
Beneath a defpot s ar a rabble’s fway. 





